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Introduction
To
Yazoo County History

by
H. L. Clark

: i oint of area, is the largest in the
state%dzgitgzgggyﬁugg gorth of the central part of th§ state,
it is neither a2 hill county nor a delta.county. ?;t may '
rightfully be called both. The_Yggoo River, f}oggng }% dl—
south-westerly direction through tne.county, lelﬁ? tl ‘g
most into half. East of the rlver;.for thg mos? gat.%hlgt
the hill section of the county. Tn;s‘?oli}pg 1dn§ wi }"g
rich creek bottoms has in it some of tne i;aestrfarmlgg an
pasture lsnds to be found in any part of the state.ltgsrgng
drives along these country roads, he'passes well CUItha e 16
farms, beautiful country homes a@d rich pastures. 1ts pigprn
are quiet, thrifty, yet progressive. Here one finds southe

hospitality at its best. The people are cordial &and friendly,

and larege consolidated schoels éend nice coun?ry ch?yc@es o
speak Oﬁly of the forward look of these people. Ralsing wha
wlec - : ; z gy P % s i
they need st home, =nd buying only what the farm capneﬁrwro
duce. this section has in it some of our most substantial

, - [ L o
citizens.

The delts section of the county @as in %ﬁlsogeﬁofﬁtne
finest farming lends to be found anywnere. yltﬂ }F91l%rgi
plantations, its large negrq.populatmqn gna?1t§4smul¢ Eﬂl e
population, it is entirely different from tne hills. Here
cotton is the chief product of the farm. As one drives
along its roads, he sees thousands of acres oa COttoan:s
it grows in its finest state. The planters, more 2? ine éund
live a 1life of ease and comfort. They have evgry?hln?lir
them that they could wish and in sone p;apes}tnerc sti 1 Ee—
meins the guaint old ante-bellum ho;e with Fme negro QUTE ers
near by. It is an interesting section pf the cgunE{é 7 difn
broad, lecel surface, broken nere &nd there ?y Qgﬂ; o?fe;
mound, never ceases to fascinate you. Its meny jaiﬁs Rt
splendid fishing grounds &nd 1its woods.attract tge u? eth
hisseason. Improved rozds make it easily ac¢e551b}errc e
traveler =nd one finds a friendly people that are always
ready to welcome you into their midst.

Yazoo City is the county seat. % - is bul;t upon the
slope of the hills as they dip down to the banks oi.the‘
Yazoo River. In fact, some person of a rather poetic rurn
of mind has szid of Yazoo City that "It nesgles its head |
in the hills and bathes its feet in the muddy watgrs ef the
Yazoo River." This, literally, is true. Yazoo City hfs
within its borders a wonderful people. They seem ?o hgye
blended in them the guiet, thrifty spirit of Fhe hills ?ndl
the progressive, free life of the delta. .It is a b?autlfu
city with its paved, yet shaded streets, its broad avenues,

its beautiful homes, its splendid churches and progressive
spirit. Yazoo City's history dates back more than a
hundred years, yet, in spite of pestilence, fire znd floods,
it has steadily grown until now it is the largest town in
this part of the state. It has been rightfully called "The
gateway to the Delta," for behind it are the hills and be-
fore it is the broad expanse of the Yazoo Delta.

The Yazoo River (from which the city and county derive
thelr names) is a quiet little stream in the summer months,
but with the coming of the spring rains, it becomes, at
times, a rather turbulent stream, often overflowing its
banks. But the river in itself will bever bring a general
overflow. Its overflow waters only enriching the soil they
cover, and so the delte will ever be the rich, fertile spot
it is. Its waters are ugly and muddly for the most part,
yet, sometimes in the fall of the year the waters clear and
the river becomes a serene, gentle stream that is fescinating.
We cennot do without our river, even though its name is the
Indian word for death. Though angry and turbulent at times,
yet it fertilizes our soil znd then drains them as all good
rivers should do.

Yazoo County is a splendid place in which to live. we
who live in it, and certeinly those of us whe were born and
reared in it, think it is the finest spot in the world. This
writer is one of the latter. We love its rolling hills, :
its rich bottoms and its fertile delta. They all combine to
give a diversified life and farming interest to its people,
and we say to you that you cen find in Yazoo County just the
situation and life that you may be looking for. We point
you to its history of which we are r»roud and to the progress-
ive spirit of the people who now live in it. May it ever be
the lovely spot it now is, is the fervent wish of this writer.
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1  i£ A/ Aaaignnent Two/7/”\‘

Obtained

(a) Date:

During territorial days and the 1nfancy of our state~hood,

which we acquired December 10, 1817, a vast land lying to

the northwest and ranging south eastward was 1n_poaaaasipn
of the Choctaw Nahlon. Mississippit's pqpulatidn (1217=-1820)
haed inereased irom 46,000 to 75,000, It was n@ceasafy that
the sattlers have more of the riﬁh aﬁ?iﬂﬁltural laan held
by the Indians. Therefore legislation was instituted to ob-

taln the same. Then January 21, 1823 Yezoo County was astabe

~1ished, taken from Hinds County.

T B

(b) Howg:

Regardless of the fact that the Indians made no attempt to ﬁe-
velop the soil, and roamed the land fishing and hunting, both
the United States government and our state government wanted

to be fair. 8o, they proceeded to negotiate with thg Choctaws
for the ceassion, st a place called Doak's Stand in 1820.

This was one of the most important events of the period._ Wost
of the ¥Wlasissippi were lands more suitable for'fiahing and
hunting. Therefore, by agresment, a large stretch of land ‘
in western Mississippi lying to the north and east of the Nat-
cheg District was given up by the Indians. The Chootaws 1in
return were granted an area west of the Mississliprl equivalont

in size to that surrendered. Further oonnidoration to the In-

dlim:ui was the provision.. of gunas, ammuniuon and supplies to last

it

.A-aignnont Tio?-rag. 2

& year., However, not all of the Indinns movod woatw-ru at thi.

time. Some

preferred to remove to othor lillillippl Indiaa
hnd. . |

Stand Treaty, commissioner with Hinds was Andrew . Jackson;

Indians were represented by Pushmataha and.Moshuiitubee.
(e) By Whom: |

During a special soaaion of late 1822 and early 1823, the Miss=-

88sippi legislature authorized the formation of Yazoo C

ounty,
from Hinds. At ¢t

hat time the county wan'mucb largar than at

present. It comprised & large portion of what is

now Iadi-an,
Holmes, Washington,

@nd Issaquena; also parta of Rumphrey- and

Shafkey Counties.
II. Shape

Yazoo County 1s most 1rrogular in nhapo. Before a pnrt of the

county was used to form Fumphraya, its shape was that of an

Italian harp, lmnflnary strings belng formead wy tho Yagoo and

Blp Black Rivers and their tributaviel.
III. Size

'(a); Boundaries
1. Originals

original boundariss of Yazoo County onolosed & mich larper

area than at present for the county was formed when large

| boundariea were the usual cus tom ju-t after the Choctaw oocniqn

had ylelded such & largs tract of land to the white inhabltants,

At that time (1823) the county -an boundod on the llut by the

Big Black River and Pearl River, on the Sonth'by the llvron

Countr line, on the est b7 the Iisoinaippi ntvor. lnd on th.

WL ‘?",.
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fsslignment Two--Page 3 f _ |
North, by the Choctaw boundary 1line 3 among the Indians living there due to the prevalence of malaris
zror 3 ° ._ } L

-‘With which they were unablo'to.copo.- Another version of the
2. Present; | | |

o | " mennt f the : b | -
Since the organigzation of the county, parts of 1t have been ;| it D he name is that 1t ‘ones tree anoph.r Indian dia

‘ ' ct neans "Leaf",
taken to form parts or the whold of other counties, Madison, 1ect and means "Leaf"

: rly Settlements
Holmes, Washington, Issaquena and Humphreys so that as a result_ oy

| 1. at ' lur
the area is much amaller, consisting now of 9086 square miles, Beattie's Bluff

SAS h arly settlem ts of Yazoo a v t t b
The county is bounded on the North by Holmes County, on the The early se RS ¥ © &re very interesting because of

- the o st surround th tablish th
East , by Madison County, on the south by Hinds and Warren ® ¢ircumstances surrounding their es ishment and their

.histor .
Counties and on the West by Sharkey and Hunphroys counties, y

. "There is a great deal of authentic record eoncerning the ese
IV. Neme and Nick Name (if any) : _

tablishment of Yazoo Cdunt but there 1s scarcely a record
Yazoo County (There is no nick name to be discovarod) o Y y any

v C tvy Seat Seat or tradition conecerning the earliest settlers who came to the
. ounty Seat or Seats

| _ | o ‘ territory now embraced within the present limits of the county
(a) Original; . L

: for to the ear 1823,
l. The first seat of the county was at Beattio's Bluff, in the o y

f their hopes and fears, of thelir privations and sufferin
southern part of the original county and was so named from the . e il ’ &8,

or of their succes: in con uering the primeval forest and estab-
owners of the land, Robert and Deviad Beattle. G F P.

s, f | R ~lishing homes for their families, we know next to nothing.
2. The lmgislature of 1827 provided for the election of five il . . "

Even the names of these earliest settlers have not been handed
commissioners to select s pwrmanant seat of justice for the

. down .
county and that the site when sal@cted.ahould be called Benton.

"The earliest record. of the "Yazoo" ter» itor was not such as .
The place selected was located ten miles inland from tha Yazoo y

would cause pride, yet it was not through any fault of the o
River and about fifteen miles . from Big Black., This was antab- v y‘ .- y ¥ peomd

who settled it. It was in connection with the so-called "Yaszoo
lished in 1829, the village was 1ncorpornted in 1836, ‘ 5

ﬁ;;' frauds". There was a conflict between Georpgia and South Caro-
(b) Present: . Ei .

1849 1 E | lina ust after the Rovoiutionnr War, over a lap rtion
The present county seat Yazoo City was so established in 188985 . | s J | y ’ &® Po

of Mississippi, both states c¢laiming 1t, and in 1789, thd‘lii-
being moved from Benton in that year, |

: ‘:fl ] : ; b :
(¢) Signiricance of Name s _ | } islature of Georgia ehartered the south Carolina Yaszoo onnplny,

The town takes 1ts name from the river on whose banks 1t is . which claimed the territory along the Yazoo river up to the 33m
situated, The river's name was the Inhian name for "Death" | . degree of latitude; tho‘Virgznin Yazoo C¢npany ¢laimed nqrih of

I .l | degree of lati to t | .
and was so called because there was so much illn.os and d.ath g that degr | tude to he Tonnooaoo llno ""h',?"af:?"‘e',-* ;

\ N - ". 4 s =S . I ."- A ,-.J 5 : '-‘.: [ — el __.._.._- - R
S LIS TR = A 4 v W g Dt - 4 A - o e o = " — - — —
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of the Virginia company. All the charters of these companies .- "They lived in erude log cabins, the logs boing fastened togeth-
were obtained by the free use of money and hence the "Yazoo er by wooden pegs. The dead were burisd in coffins mldo.or pun

frauds” . cheona rastoned togothor in the same mnnnoé.

"When the county wes first sstablished most of its population "While the men tilled the soll and gathered tho'harvontg, the

women carded and spun wool and cotton, wove the eloth, using

was in the section now embraced in Madison county and for that

reason the sest of justice was first established at Beattie's - hand looms, made the garments and knit the socks for the fami ly.

Bluff, on Big Black River, some sixteen miles aéuthaaat o Dok There were tan yards in every community and wagons were made in

neighboring shops. Planters stocked their own tools, and made

ton and a few miles south of Redmondville. It was aftorwards

end still 1s the erossing plece of the main road leading from SHONS EWR Vamatives and fumiliea from leather tamned In Relge

Benton to cantgn and Jackson . boring tanyards. There were no naills among those oar'ly settlem

"Here the first courthouse was built. It was e rude affair, YRS e ou jere used 1natesd. Theliy Wi ware arwie it
made of hewn logs, but it answered the purpose end quite a 1it - e m wopdarful PRATHONA Shay 1 Vhey WeRv RTINS

tle settlement of log cabins grew up around it. There was but sl

1ittle crima)and litigation and justice among.tho kb vl "All honor to that noble band of men and women. Would that

not so elaborate in process, but was more certain in those days. their names had been handed down so that they could be inserib-

ed on a roll of honor in the Hall of ¥ame. lhilo.tholr names

"Supplies for the sottlement had to be obtained from Vieksburg
and were hauled by ox teams, though during high water they were have sunk into oblivion, their works remsin to bless poltorjty.

£. Benton

towed up Big Black River on flat-boats. It was simple lirfe \
A legislative act of 1827 provided that there should be a per=

thoss ploneers led, fraught with peril, hardship and suffering, ,
yet who can say that happiness was not there or that their i ménent seat of Yazoo County Coverament and that the name be
tues were not of the highest order. Benton. Accordingly in 1829 Benton was established as suchj
"The territory was very fertile and aasily.nnoﬁad.to cultivatie e grantad oY NASNN B. Medbarery. YHE SN iy

s . | | . Z
and soon after the county was organized, settlers began pour=- the first probate judge but a probate clerk and postmaster of

ing in. They ceme from Tennessee and Kentuecky, from Alabama i o
f 1ca
and Georgia and from fap up off Virginia and the Carolinas. The settlement was named for Thomas Hart Benton, A-nf}e n
0 - \ - & & 3 r, he
They were a sturdy rece, self-reliant and liberty loving, many SIRlomAn 75 T Seneei e lnd_!onnofpoo " | 101410 , |
| served on Andrew Jackson's staff during the war of 1812,

of them well educated, worthy ancestors of suéeooding gonori-'

Laten he became a member of Congressj he died in ll@htagtdn.

tions. They built churches and nehdol houses and founded a ci-~
vilization whioh we now -joy. .
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An influx of settlers from Tenness-e, Virginia, the Caroe
linrs, and the Nntch.z?}ﬁiﬂilnillippi moved to Benton. The
place waa soon & flourishing village. Yagoo County's first
brick store was built here, however no recorad is found of
the year in which it was built. Saautiful %omes,'aommodidul
churches and school houses were constructed. It was a center
of cultﬁre and refinement and many speakers of national
importance delivered orations--lawyers from afap ineluding
Prentiss and Sharkey practised a: the bar.The first courte
nhouse &t Penton was a small log house; this hurnod in the
¢arly thirties and all records were destroyed. In 1836 a
new brick courthouss was built which served the county

until the county seat was changed to Yeazoo City.

At that time Benton weg near the pgeographic center of the
county because the ecounty limits on the west extended only
to the Yaszoo River, Issaquena County having been formed of the
western part of the county.

Agitation had =lready started to move the county seat

to Yazoo; this effort was defeated in the legislature until
1846. Then by a bold stroke an act was pushed through that
body making Yezoo City the ssat of government. |
Benton has always had its place in educational cipcles and

was once crnsidered the Athens of Yazoo County. The first

boarding school for girls wes established there. The schools

were headed by superior men and women. The Pirst bo ys
school at Benton was founded by Wm. P. King who was also
County Superintendent of Education for e number‘of'yenrl.
To this village also belongs the honor of having had the

Honorable Jefferson Duvis in their midst during the

| \ bt __,r e i Fadisin ey \ W b N“_!zl
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rresidential election of 1860 when he spoke in favor of se-
¢cession. A Plank from the platform from which he spoke is now'.
in the floor of A. D. Pyles home near Renton. ¢ ~

In 1861 the young ladies of Benton presented their tlfst "oon-
cert®™ to provide hospital supnlies for their wounded soldisrs
of tho Battle of Manassas. In this battle the Menton Rifles

_ of whieh Captain Henry Luse and First Lioutonunt James S,

Burrus were leaders fought valiantly.

3. Satartia

There 1s evidence that Satartia was settled between 1820 and
1830 but there are no documents to supply the exaect dates.
The name Satartia 1s an Indian name which means "Pumpkin

Pateh" The plantations along the river were first settled

and then as business developed on the river there began to

epring up more houses und'at%rol in the settlement. At

the height of the town's prOIp.?ity, there were seven general
stores, three saloons, and three warshouses for the freight
of the boats. At these warehouses, there was alweys a buzs
of activity, day and nigsht, clerks being employed as well as
night watehmen.

Early in the history of the town, Dent W, !lloa'dona;od & lot
upon which a masonic Hall was built, the lower floor of‘vhich
was used as a Union Chureh. The Lodge number was one hundred
and’levonty-six, the number indicating something of the early
date of the lodge.

One of the earliest newspapers of ths'oounty was published

at Satartia. This was the Sentinel, edited by A. G. Iorroll

. and his brother, Dr. Norrell and assisted by a man nlnoq

wellsce. This paper was later moved to Yaseo City where tt is | B 2




|
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published now under the same neame. Assignment two-QP-go 10

The oddest house now standing in Satartia 1s the house in | % 13 the 1ittle settlement of Wechenicadurg, 30'6‘1104 from the
which tﬁe 7. 0. Jevkants Mee. T A originally belonged | -f i V'rious #irsdes carried on there lh its sarly darl; ;robodins

to ¥rs. Newmen's sncestors, the Wagners, who éamo to Satape u 3 the Civil war. Among these tredes, wers included wagon make
tie from Cermany. WMrs. Newman's mother ran away from her '_ : 2 - ing, esbinet work and shos shop as was also a tannor# which

home in Germany, met her fiance in New Oreleans, married him , ; Provided the leather for the shoes. The remains of the tan-
2 f e

while he was 111 with yellow fever and upon his recovery, | ; " AeTy &re visible now and the oresek on which 1t stood 1s call-
came with him to Satertia to the home of his erandparents, {i A8 @d Tanyard Cresk,. We Te ¥1lllams owned the tanyard ind his
the Wegners. This home wes en inn where travelers stayed and | | Gescendsnts ars st1ll 1iving in the community, Michael
inelWded those who hed come bj stagecoach end those who f Hootar had tho Hotel and Livery stable which were burned by
drove their own horses which were stabled behind the Houao.' | the redersls during the 61v11‘war 88 were all the stores and
A stepping stone in this yard ceame from a Vederal gunboat | | i nouses but two in which Federal troops wore quartsred. One

of the Civil “ap. of those left standing was the Rosenberpg house, now occupnied

There were no hard basttles at Satartia, dbut skirnighes oce _ f by the Luke Wansflslds and ¥rs. WMaensfield's sister, uiss Slr‘
cured ssv.oral times batweaﬁ the scoutas of the two srmiss. , ; Sturdivant--descendants of the Rosenberga. Tre first Mississ~
*he Kling home 1s antsbellum construction and there Union = (N 1ppl relatives of this family was Williem Casey Sayers who

Lorees wore quertered during the Civil Warp. Thﬁs& two hon ; | came from Ohio and who was a ¢abinet meker of early Vechanics~

Co. Noewman's and Kling's, are the only homes which have ; ? burg. Robert Ries settled there end Rice's Spring nearby 1s

L/ o

romalined in the famli iios of the oricinal OWNLrs . named

According te tradition, DeSota was at Satartia at one time | | There wara never 7ore than three storas. The ¢arliest church

. a . . . a - ] ! % -" 1 A7 ) ? 1 o " 3
and whlle there threw up sarthworks as proteation arainat built was a briok church, on2 of the few Prasbyterion churches

the Indlans=-the remains of these fortificstions are £t111 Sver bullt ia Yazoo County. This ehurch finally fe
. | y own

viatble . becsuse of decsy.

- a Btk ‘ ’ & ¢ ' P '
«1Varpooci, not fer from Satartia, was onge an important 9. Phoenix

: ™ " ’
landing on tho Yszoo River and mueh iralght was handledthore . Quite a number of the plantation owners along the river had

for the hill section. Pari of a hoat sunk during the Céhvil PRAlr homes in ﬁhe "1lls nearby. From this custemothere grow

War is visible at low stages of the river, the beginning of the town of Phoenix, called Claiborneville.

4. Heghanicaburp - \

It 1s ogquidistant between ths Yazoo "ivers and the Bls‘Bllo!. f i?

Sltuated in the hills of Yezoo, on the s8ld rosd. to Vickshburg, i _ (21ght ”11“?-f“°m 28¢h). One of the earliasst s:ttlers, Dr,
K : . C. 0. Ponney, the ‘randfethe: of the present Dr. C. W, w

| R 4 = AN = S i e S
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came from Raltimore, Yeryland on horse dewn the Jackson Trail

to Natechez. After romeining there six months he eeme to Phoe~

nix where he located at the fork of “"is work. Hz was & prac=~-
ticing physiecisn on Valley and-ﬁallgraund PlanBations owned
by & family named Roaqech. Two other sarly ssttlers, Hall znd
;teblished a bank at the then called Cléihornavillo.
all boys, cousins, were on Jackgonfs staff and on_
home from HNew Orlean!, passad throuﬁh the Yzzoo
Vsllsy. They wers fesclinated hy the conﬁitidn& found tﬁero5
1delible impression wes mede on them: ssveral ysars later
thrse returnsd end entersad lands witr orlisinal deeds
The first chureh was estehlished, a ¥ethodist, kuncwn as Wesley
Chapsl. The Fedaerals burned Claibornsvilie, but the settle-
ment was soon rebullt and was eslled Prhiosnix, meaning "1t rose
from its own asheB8". Ons of its first industries was cotton
ginninge A man nemed 3mith came from Nashville, Tennesses,

—

down the Cumberland Fiver te the Ohlo River, Hississipni
Rivaer and Yazoo River to Phoenix to sarvé as ginwright. The
third ehureh now stands on the original sita and the grave-
yard nzarby marks the resting place of many of the eﬁrly azp-
tlars. | '
An asariy school mas-lngaa school on the Vicksburg road. This
was 8 on> taseher sehool. Later Phoenix had a sechool whose
was nine montrs, supported by ths sixteenth section and
county school “unds, hed two builldings, a splendid curriculum
- faculty. (The communlity spirit cof Phoonix has
been commemdable.) During the latter part of the last
the school published catalosues slving the. course of

-

study, rules and regulstions, faeulty and brief deseription
of the town--coples of the years, 1886 and 1890 are known to

-

A

- SR=3333
Assignrent two--Pagels
be in oxistaqpo,

7. Yasoo City

The first written record we hsve of, surveyor in the incorporate
limits of what is now Yegzoo City was when Henry Hagan helped
survey the lend along the Yazoo Piver now Pelle Praire to Sa-
tmrtia-into sgctions and townships.

A bluff limning the distaned on the east side of the river
formerly stocd at the interseotién of what e now known as
Washington and Brandon Streets of Yazoo City. Atop thii bluff.
there lived & men named Panan, eud later this becsme known;l 3
Hanan's Bluff. The first gin in Yazoo Coun?y wag ﬁreoted'at
Hanens Bluff in 1826. The first szaloon in the county west of
Plg ®“lack ves 1n'thia gin., Other thantg:gry and “iram Hagan
settled L%e Toke%a'plantation northwest of thias we have no
facts of thal{ early history of Fanan's Pluff. Wi
The hext authsntie fact walfind is thet Bovernor Wiram G. i
”unnalls; Judée Isaac Caldwell, end DPeniel W. Wright purchaas=
ed the land and laid off the towﬁ whieh was called ﬁanoh;stdr.
Aoproved by the act of the legislature, Decomber 156th, 1830,

the town of VWenchestsor was incorporated.

The erea of the town was naturally small, being confined by the

~ivir on the west, wooded hills on the south, and 3éﬁt, and

the bayou on the north. Yanchester's oooulati?n was undeter=-
mined &8 fer &as we know, but 1t Is.rﬁasonnbie-to suppose 1t
was not very lergzs. Ve do fnow, however, the pbwulaco ai&r-
elsed energy and thrift and left a monument Qf fheir culture

in their offspring, "The Menchesteér Library Associetion."

of ¥anchester located oa the site whers ons of !hzoo'01$7©jf ;:¥
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: : tial t t veral India nds. Soms of these were
banks-=-the Exchange Bankgy-functioned sbout seventy-rive years . CLAERINNE Shewe 0w ’ ae 3 . e

fifty feet high.

later. ¥r. ¥. B. Vmamer was president nf this finance facility. : | | .
Near the top of Joffernon Street was a small freme building used

He dled in 1842,
as & Union Church, to the right of which was a grave-yard on the

hagli: accassible by water--the only practical mode of tranabOr- |
Indian trail the resting place of & number of the sons and

tation in those days-=Manchester became quite a mart for those

1t ' ' | a Vir Q.

at home or who travelled thither by horse pecks. A number of daughters of the q}d Carolinas, Kentucky, Tennessg¢e and Virginia.
t hist - rome and tragedy. o

merchents among whom were B. F. Willlams, P. B. Pope, George The markers here revealed history, r nce and tragedy Am n’

= a ater date h there sppesred a pgrave with

Jonas, Jas. Robinson and Richard Allen enjoyed s prosperous bus- lmhioh at a much later date however, ‘Q ppeare 8 ‘

S aaii a brick wall arocund it and & marble slab covering the top. Two
R h : & t: a mute reminder of a duel betwe

'he first newspaper was established inlik29 and called "The Polit ; Bcesith B e ol i : - b g%

two physicians. One was stabhed to death, the dagger bsing left

t

ical Prograesas. In 1851 the name was chanced to "Manchester

¥hig." in his body. In the course of time the landslide on the hillway

. okt : mede it expedient to remove the graves there to the Yazoo City
Another organizetion which was a matter of pride to the citizer ry . :
P . | - cemetery.
wes "The Wanchester Fusiliers" in whose Armory the Manchester 5

el Again, by an act approved February 14, 1839, a new name was
Library Association held their assembles and debates. e o i : | |
g ; chosen. The town of Manchester was changed to Yazoo Cit
'he residentlal section was on what is now south Washington, ; 5 ,.,
. | 3 : 1 uoting from Judge E. R. Holmes (then Mayor of Yasco Cit

Fast and Yest Jefferson and South ¥Mound,. North of whars the Court 3:' i 5 . i : ( - i

N | Maerch 9, 1908) in his Explanatory in the Charter and Code of
ouse now stands were cotton and corn fields ath this date. In | | '

: | ordinences of Yazoo City: "The reason the name was thanged 18
fact that section was above the bayous which separated town “ | .

not stated in the act nor have I been able to ascacrtain from any
f”°m_th?_992ntry. as the sald bayous ran from eaei Madison at

one the cause of the ‘change.” At this datel936, further oluqidng_-55?5

)

Custer on down, across Ward Street(crossed the yard of Dr. O. - |
ion has not been found. The only present day reminder we have

H. Swayze), orossing Madison, it followed the east side of Yazoo
; ' of the former is the wooded park south of the city which bears

Street, thence down Powell, into Yonroe and cut into the Canal °
the neme Manchester Park,

Street Bayou in that direction; the other bayou which was a more ; o
| Thus Yazoo City sprung into its birth and in infancy was cradled |

or less the main boundary line of town and  hieh avantualiy in : | ) e
in the arms of its parents. J4ver active it soon extended its uigoz;q;‘

after years occasioned bloodshed ran from the hill on the east .
| in both length and breadth until it has become one of the most

to a south westernly course through the Brickell property on . ‘ _
thriving towns in the whole.county. Unfraid of darkness, hav~

ing no lightnanvo the flicker of candles or dim sl.n’ot,tygﬁ Lrjfi it
| ‘ : : :‘( ol e i 5 " = 53

Washington Strest crossing between that of Wilson and Boyd on

H§1n Street to the river. In both the commercial and residen-

)
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kerosene lamps or else the moonrays they found a way to eventually
illuminate their confines with eléctricity. Inconvenfence with
packing water to the nearby hills from thg-rivar or springs,

or building clisterns to catch water from the hoﬁvenl or digging
wells and laboriously pumping the supply for all parsonal needs
they had the psrseverance to attain the flowing artesisn wells.
And no town or city we may well say in the entire nation excelils
our system in quality of water today.

From "side-walkless” strecets and mud bogped roads where only

1t was at seasons possible for man to traverse c¢ther than on a

horse, if anything but hia was to appear above the mue, we have
miles of paved streets with more miles of splendid graveled and
well maintained streets and roads adjadent.

A more complete history will appear in the unfoldment of this

compilation.

8e Free Run

Early settlers came from YNorth Carolina dnd other states and
astablished themse lves on plantations near Techeva Crguk.ln'Ynzoo
County and there gradually came into balug & hamlet which was
“nown as ¥ree Run. Various tales are told of the way in which
it ascquired tha name "Free Run": the one most gonaraily accepted

ls that a barrel of whisky was opensd there on one oceasion and

allowed to run free for all present. The place nevar grew to any

proat size and there were never more thnn three stores and six
nomes which were somewhat écstterad. The settlement was a post
office for some years, the mail being brought by riders on
horseback. Rocky Spr;nga Chureh wes one of the earlialt churches
of the comrunity and the first building was unique in having a

gallery for the slaves. This church was an nrm'bf the Baptist

PEREEE ey | l\w ’: : —— \

- d v — S
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Chureh of Bopton an earlier settlement. Tranquil lothogigf
Church was glso established early in the 1life of Free Run, the
land on whi ch the church was built was donated br‘latho' Boaln. yﬂ.

_The nnrahalh Sohool was the first school., There was no fighting

at Free Ruq but tho 1nhnbitantl could hear the rumble of the

cannon on 7he Yazoo River not'muny miles away. Sinece the build-

ing of th¢ railroad several milo- to the west, Fre’ Run has 10-# ‘"f

most of 1tL population.

S Hhrtt¢wn
Early in history of Yazoo County, u'flmily of Harts came to the

northeastern part of the county and esteblished their ro-idoq..,yiﬁf;;“‘
From this femily, the settlement took the name of Harttown, '!h..nfi’ﬁ;

Harts came originally from Englnnd settling in the Clrolinl- 1n. e
the year, 1700, Hartsville, South Carolina 1a named for the llll | f
family of Harts and it was from Hartsville that the family ca °

to Yazoo and Pike Counties, liaailaippio One of the progpniﬁori'_ v 8

of the family was a signer of the Declaration of Independence.
Several brothers were settlers of Harttown and in time pon...l.‘_A

large tracts of land as they always boﬁght and never sold,

These men of staunch Presbyterion faith caused to have oatdblilhlqgn}:

at Harttown a Presbyterion Church. This church building cclltyg;

ted 1ong' befare the Civil War is still standing as is a school

building of that period. A portion of tho‘hdmo of James Hart,
one of the brothers, is intact while that of Daniel Ehrﬁ l1lo'

built before the war » was destroyed by fire some time ago. lllt

‘of the Hart family has died or moved away. .

10. Douonvi 110
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Carolina, ®sttled on lands near the Big.Bltck River 4in the south- Vaughan gets its name. There was no real settlement there until

eastern part of the county. These people GlFD by horseback and the Illinois Central Railroad built its line thrbugh the state

covered wagons to take up their new abode. There the villsge and touched the eastern edge of the County, and the station

of Deasonville, named for its first settler, had 1its beginning; was named for Major Vaughan. Who willed his property to his

It consisted of several ’t°r°§r a blacksmith shop, and a gin - grandchildren rather than to his children. Some of the descend-

which was operated by horsepower. There was a Masonic Hall es= ants of this family still live on the original lands,

tablished at an early date as was Ellison Church. This lgthodia’ For many years after the Railroad was built,. stage~-coaches

Church waaqorganizéd by John Wesley Ellison who was the first made regular trips between Vaughan and Yazoo City.

pastor and was built of hand hewn logs from the plantation. Bibliography:

Black Jack Baptist Church several miles away is one of the most In the Heart of the South-=Dr. Dunbar Rowland

historic churches of the county. Yellow Academy, one toacher Mississippl Historical Publications

school, three miles north of Deasonville was one of the earliest History of Mississippi--Claiborne

schools and the original building still stends. Before the History of Mississippi--Lowry & MeCaerdle

civil War, Gen. Forrest who was a slave trader was in Deasonville. 1 | e=Svdnor ott
During the Civil War, Federal soldiers came through Deasonville, | R Misslesippl Nishery=-Ay0ner & wem

ate all the food they could find and drove qff the'llnvea with School History of'Miisi.,ippi--Ril.sz

them. Breastworks were thrown up to protect the road from the Files of Yazoo City Herald

Federals and portions are still visible. Files of Yazoo City Sentinel

An elaborate road system was built with slaté 1¢h6r before the short Unpublished History of Yazoo City--Newton S. Adams

Civil War. Roads called plkes wgre buillt uﬁ’through Big Black History offniasi,aippi--pgarl Cuyton

Swamp from Deasonville to Ferries, Moore's Scott's and Exum's Short History of United States--Bassett

three points en Big Blask River. Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Mississippi--Vol. I % II
Major Bruce Gerald from Deasonville served with distinection in | |
the Civil war. The settlement is in exls tmo today with ;ovorul
stores, residences, churches and oonnolidgfod nohoqlu |

1l. Vaughan

Since about 1850, the land near Big Bllckfin the eastern partof

the county had been opened in plantatio  and the largest land

owrder was Major Henry Vaughan who liiod"t 8 Ome diataneo from
his land holding's end it is for this VAughan that the town,
| | Vo '




Belle Prairie Plantation on the Yazoo River was bought

Peter Phillips -

from the U. ». vovernment - prior to 1826, by #ajor William Hiebard Philiips - married Miss Best, Issus
Philliips - of Tennessee. The place was named for a liarge West Philiips - No issue.
plantation Bell that was bought from a steamboat making reg- Oliver Winn Phililps married Susan Hinton - Issue.
ular trips on the river., This plantation bell is still in S E 4
Josie Philiips -
position where 1t has been :0r over cone hundred years., Of West Phillips
course thie bell -as used back in siave times. A= jor Banjamin Philiips - married Uiss West
Phil _ips huift + besutiful home on this plantation in 1828. pverett Philii. s
ihis home was beautifully appointed and was the home of vaiford Philiips
Major Phiil.ips and his famlly until the late fifties. vhen Pr. H%ywogd Phillips, born 1812 - married 1843, died 1890 -
it wes sold to General Ben ©. *icks., The plant tion was Eigz E?egiggg%éﬁeﬁgziti.(Uaughter OF Susshaw wan
later bought from Generei Hicks for W, &, and 2. H. Phillilps, »iliiam &. Phillips
who were grand sons of #ajor Phillips. +he Plantation is Thomas Haywood Phillips

-

" T ~ -~y 1 TT._ - P %) ™i., 2 | 4 e g - I."' el =% < E”‘ g
now owned by Wrs. £, H, Phi.lips, Sr. and ner heirs, Her Annie E. Phil.ips

M. Philiips, Lives the old plante home . _ j G
Philiips, iives in the old plantation hom, dory Alice Philiips
Major william Phillips was born . { i . v e BTG4 - . : o

J ‘iliiaw Philliss was born in 1777, died in 1861 garthe Philiips - She wa:s educated in Bardstown Ky,
: - S 8 At : ' 1n the Nazereth Convent - married Wr. #rmistead of Va,
and w:s buried in ©i ney Ohio, where he was .iving at the {ssue = o . ' « SINLE ¥
time of his death, He married about 1800, His wife was William #rmistead - who was kilied in war between tre
states.,
Martha Phillips #rmistead and her husband dled from
s ; : x E TS | Asiatic cholres, and are buried on the Belle
daughter of “aptain John Veashington Medears and Sarah liedearis. B Prairie Piantation. ‘hey vere Vis.tors there from

Z, Ll 5 Virginia

+he children of this union =~ 3] S b

Petsy Gerusha Medcaris, of Petersburg, ‘enn. ©She was tae

2. William Philiips - No is ue

2. fiugh Lawson White Philiips - No issue - a soldier
in Mexican war,

2. John Phil.ips - married krs. Nancy iloore - 1lssue.
3, William Phililips - who married Judith Hurst - issue
4Le Wiliiam Haywood Phil.ips, 11

3. Martha Philiips - married Mr. Wilson
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From the Spring of 1862 to the late Fall of '64 there were constant
Federal expeditions in Yazoo. #(45). Thelr object was to take the cotton,
corn, stock and negroes, and too, hold and navigate the Yazoo River for the
express purpose of drawlng subsistence for the Armies of Vicksburg from our
rich granaries.

Besides defending their homes, the Confederates deemed the supplies too

valuable for their own country not to hotly contest every advance and on-

slaught and strive to preserve same. #(46)

I. BATTLES AND SKIRMISHES IN COUNTY:
a. ARMY

PREPARATION OF THE CONFEDERATES

Early in October of 1862 W. F. Lynch, Flag Officer, Commanding Naval
Forces of the West surveyed the situation and advised Brig. Gen. Ruggles,
Commanding Military District of Mississippi, that in order to protect the
naval works on the Yazoo, 23 large steamers, and an immense amount of cotton
a barricade was made ‘at Liverpool. The barrica§o was formed of sunken ves-
sels and logs, and he deemed it not only unwise, but sheer madness to open
it, even after obstructing the river below, for once within the barrier of
the Yazoo the enemy would control 150 miles of inland navigation.

The officers and crew of the late ram Arkansas were ordered to the Yazoo.

Officer Wood requested Brig. Gen. Rnggles to send a few heavy guns from

#(45). War of the Rebellion--Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies-~-Serial Nos, 37 to 110.

#(46). War of the Rebellion--Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies--Serial No. 57--Vol. XXXII. Part I s-Reports--Pages 382-3-4-05.
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_ other points if they could be diverted, to be stationed at Liverpool because
officers anﬁ.men.placed there to prevent the battery being flanked would
protect the barricade against any force that assailed it. #(47)

Flag-0fficer Wood communicated with Maj. Gen. J. C. Pemberton on Oct.
10, 1862.1nform1ng him that the officers of the gunboat Mobile and thb late
rem Arkansas were in Yazoo City ready to man any batteries constructed for
defense of raft. and protection of publiec and private property upon the Yazoo
and its adjacent banks. The men numbered about 200 and he encountered,éroat'

and éncreasing difficulties purchasing food for the men. He requested Pem-

berton to authorize his chief commissary of subsistence to fill requisitions

approved by the commanding naval officer of the station as the bills would
be liquidated on presentation to Paymaster Nixon of the Confederate Navy,

whose office was in Jackson. #(48)

"YAZOO CITY, MISS., December 9, 1862.
Lieutenant-General PEMBERTON, C. S. A.,

Commanding Department of the Mississippi:

GENERAL: The Navy Department having instructed me to discontinue work
on the gunboats at fhia place unless the defenses of the Yazoo River should,
in my opinion, be sufficient to keep the enemy from ascending that stream,

I beg leave respectfully to submit a note on these defenses for your con-
sideration:

They now consist of batteries mounting one light 8-inech gun, one heavy
8=inch, rifled, and a 24-pounder; one smooth-bore 32-poundor¢, one rifled 32-

pounder, two heavy l2-pounders, rifled, and two slege 24-pounders, besides
field artillery.

#(47) War of the Rebellion--Part II--Vol. XVIIs=-Page 725,
#(48) War of the Rebellion--Page 724--Series I--Vol, XVII~-Part II.
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Of these guns I do not think more than two would be available against
the enemy's armor-plated vessels. The raft is a strong barrier, impassable,
in my opinion, to ships, so long as the enemy can be kept from landing on
i1t to destroy it, and this may be prevented 1if firm men are placed at the
howitzers and with rifles in the rifle-pits overlooking this important work.
But I consider necessary to the completion of the whole defenses at least one
10-inch gun, so that when the enemy's progress shall be arrested at the raft,
he may be there destroyed.. Without such addition to our batteries there_I
fear the enemy might lay under them with but little risk.

I beg leave to add that this note will be handed to you by Mr. John
McFarland, a citizen of Yazoo City, a gentleman who has been long, zealously,
and efficiently engaged in pushing on our public defenses, and one, permit
me to add, who is every way worthy of a patient hearing from you regarding
the defenses of the Yazoo Valley,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

ISAAC N. BROWN,

Commander, C. S¢ Navy, &c." #(49)

THE POSITION OF MECHANICSBURG

From the Federal viewpoint Mechanicsburg was considered the most strat-
egic point between the Blg Black &nd Yazoo Rivers. It could be reached by
three parallel roads from Vicksburg. The army could be supplied by water
by means of the Yazoo.being only 3 milés distant at the town of Satartla.

It was the narrowest place between the two rivers and good, direct roads
communicated with Benton, Yazoo City, Kibby's Ferry, and Cox's Ferry, on the
Big Black River; and also with Bridgeport on the Big Black River; according

#(49) Page 788--WAR OF THE REBELLION--OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THE UNION AND CON- .

FEDERATE ARMIES--Series I--Volume XVII--Part II--CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.

YAZ0O COUNTY iy

Assigmment #18--Supplement to #5 WARS.
CIVIL WAR

to the information passed Gen. Grant by Maj. Gen. Frank P, Blair, Jr. Com=-
manding Mechanicsburg Expedition. #(50) |

GUNS FOR YAZOO CITY

On Feb. 18, 1863 D, W, Flowerree, Assistant Adjutant Ceneral, C. S. A. ,‘
directed Brigadier«éﬂenoral Baldwin to send one of the l2-~-pounder rifled
guns from one of the batteries at Snyder's Mill to Yazoo City. The 32~
pounder enroute to Synders was to go to Yazoo City as soon as it arrivoda(gll

On March 12, 1863 Assistant Adjutant General Flowerree 1nstrﬁctod Brig-
adler-=General Moore to move the Thirty-seventh Alabama, Forty-second Ala-
bama, Thirty-fifth Mississippi, Fortieth Missiasippi,dRegimanté,and Tobins
battery at once to Snyders Bluff and embark on the Magnolia for Yazoo City.
For the efficiency and comfort of his command in active field service to

carry everything desired. #(52)

BEEF FOR_TROOPS

On April 1, 1863 Lieutenant-General J. C. Pemberton instructed Maj.
John McFarland, Yazoo City, that he would be relied upon to supply beef for
the troops. There would be no restrictions as to price, but he would be ex-
pected to obtain best possible terms, Funds would be supplied by Maj. Theo.
Johnston. Mr., Weldon's accouﬁts would be paid at Fort Pemberton és soon as

the proper officer ascertains the amount. #(53).

#(50). The War of The Rebellion--0fficial Records of The Union and Confederate

Armies-=Vol. XXIV«wSeries I--Part II--Reports--Serial No. 57;--Page 436,
#(51). The War of The Rebellion--0fficlial Records of The Union_gqg,cbnfcdorato
Armies~-=Vo0l,XXIV--Series I--Serial No. 36--Page 307.

#(52). The War of the Rebellion--0fficial Records of the Union and COnfedorato
Armies--Vol. XXIV=-Serles I--Serial No. 36--Page 433,

#(53). The War of the Rebellion--Serinl ‘No., 36--Page 307-Vol. XXIV.
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CONFEDERATE ARTILLERY AT YAZOO

Col. Co As Fuller, Inspector-General Heavy Artillery, April 7, 1863,
reported to Lieut.-Gen. J. C. Pemberton that the armament consisted of one
8=inch columbiad on columbiad carriage, and two 20-pounder Parrott guns on
field carriages, with caissons., The columbiad was mounted in battery on a
mound about 1 mile below the city, the location being the best that could
be selected to command an approach from below. The mound was elevated about
40 feet above high water, and was distant, say, 200 yards from the left bank
of the river. The gun had a range from this point of from one-half to three-
quarters of a mile on the lower river, which could be inereased to about 1
mile by clearing timber upon the bank, The distance directly across to the
bend_in the upper river was about one~half mile, and by cutting the inter-
vening timber a range could be obtained up that bend. The position selected
for the Parrott guns was on an adjacent knoll, near to and below the colume
biad. The guns and carriages were in good condition, the implements for the
Parrott guns complete; those for the columbiad were very defective, nothing
having been sent with it but the handsplkes and one sponge and rammer. The
columblad was manned by 2 officers and 20 men of the Forty-second Alabama,
who had considerable experience at Fort Morgan. The Parrotts were in charge
of Tobin's battery. No magazine was as yet constructed, the ammunition‘being
stored 1n the city. There were for the columbiad 200 cartridges, 178 empty
shells, 172 solid saot, 60 stand grape, and 7 rounds cdnister, bﬁt 124 sabots
and 100 straps. No rifle powder for filling the shell or fuses for ditto.
The Parrott guns had 200 rounds each, shells filleéd, but without fuses or
caps. A requisition was made on the 23d ultimo, by order of Gener#l Moore,
for the articles required to supply deficiencies, #(54)

#(54). War of the Rebellion--Official Records of the Union and Confederate

prolegsySeries I--Vol. XXIV.--Part IIIwwCORRESPONDENCE, ETC. Serial No. 38.
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WATER SUPPLY FOR SOLDIERS

According to Brig. Gen. W. H. T, Walker's (C. S. A.) report of May 31,
1863 the soldiers near Benton used wells, which required a long time to water
a large force, or else they had to go to Moore's Ferry over a terrible country
road and a miserably constructed bridge to obtain the necessary supply. #(55)

On June 5th, 1863 Maj. Gen., William W. Loring, C. S. Army Commanding

Division advised Maj. A, P. Mason Asst., Adjt. Gen. of the shortage of water

for Headquarters 33 miles West of Big Black. He stated it was in pools (no
running water) and that most of water in advance of was &t Cypress Creek six
miles distant. Hence, 1t might be necessary to move there for supply. It
was his lmpression that the enemy would not burn and destroy if they ihtendod
to advance far., #(56).

MECHANICSBURG EXPEDITION (1863)

On May 29th, 1863 Col, William Hall (Eleventh Iowa Inf. Commanding Third

Brigade) under command of Maj. F. P. Blair took up the line of March in the
Black River Expeditionary Corps and Joined the Expedition at Benton's Cross-
Roads, He arrived at Mechanicsburg the morning of the 29th. (his bfigado in
advance) and found a detachment of the Fourth Iowa Cavalry which had Just
been engaged by the Confederates and driven 1nto.the town. Passing through
the town Col., Hall placed three regiments (the Eleventh, Thirteenth and Fif-
teenth Iowa) in line of battle (the Sixteenth Iowa was held 15 reserve), and
threw skirmishers out on tﬁe front and flanks. They advanced up the hill
#{85) War of the Rebellion, Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies--Vol. XXIV.=--Page 940, .

#(56) War of the Rebellion, Officilal Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies--Vol. XXIV.--Serial No. 37--Page 437,
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held by the Confederates and after a few shots the Confederates fell back.
The entire brigade pursued them for 2 miles beyond Mechanicsburg and the
Confederates made repeated stands but gave way in face of battle. A section
of artillery (Co. C, First Missouri Light Artillery) which accompanied
Hall's Brigade opened on the Confederates and caused them to retreat rapidly.
The Yankees had no Cavalry 8o bivouacéd on the field that night.

At 7:30 the following morning (30th) the Yankees took the Yazoo Valléy

road and started their march back to the main army\ #(57)
OTHER FEDERAL UNITS IN MECHANICSBURG SKIRMISHES

Wm. W. Belknap, Commanding the Fifteenth Iowa Infantry marched to Gen.
McPherson's headquarters on May 26, 1863 and moved as part of the expedition
of Gen. Blair which was ordered to scour the country 1in the direction of
Yazoo City.

They reached Mechanicsburg at noon on the 29th and were employed in line
of battle to meet the Confederates who opposed their progress. The Confed=-
erates retreated and the Federal regiment bivouaoqia about 1% miles beyond
the town. On May 30th at 7 A. M. they began marching towards Haynes Bluff.

Lieut. Col., Addison H, Sanders, Sixteenth.Iowﬁ Infantry and brigade,
started for Mechanicsburg on May 27th.from Gen. MePherson's Seventeeth Army
Corps headquarters, with the understood object of intercepting Confed. Gen.
Johnston. The march was hot and dusty, and they arrived.at Mechanicsburg on
the 29th. The enemy was reported a short dlstance beyond. The 1l6th Regi-
ment was in the rear of the days march and left for a time at‘Mechanicaburg
as a reserve,while the other regiment proceeded on. They were ordered to

join the 15th.Regiment which they did, but no enoﬁy‘appeared and they camped

%(57) Page 302--War of the Rebellion, Official Records of the Union and Con-
federate Armlies--Serial No. 37.
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2 or 3 miles from Mechanicsburg ovefnight and then proceeded through the

Yazoo Valley to Haynes Bluff, #(58)

'WALKER ASKED RE=-ENFORCEMENT

In a dispatch to Gen. Joseph E, Johnston at Canton on May 31, 1863,
Brige. ng.'w. H. T. Walker at Benton informed him that he had sént a courler
to Mechanicsburg to Gen. John Adama,to send Henderson's scouts on tho.Yhzoo
River road, and some to him, |

He considered the River Road as the most important route for the enemy
and was of the opinion that it had never been scouted.

Walker had also ordered Capt. John B, Vinet to send a courier down thb
Yazoo Valley Road.

Gen. Johnston was requested to hold Loring's division in hand to take
over the column,he planned to leave between him and his rear, 1f he was at-
tacked and forced to march northward. Gen. Walker had already directed Gen.
Adsms to send Capt. Nelson's Company of Cavalry to his aid to be used as he
thought best, and Col. Ferguson's Cavalry had at that moment arrived.

Enemy had been reported moving in two divisions marching on each road
from Benton to Mechanicsburg and the Y. Road, and in that event Walker was
liable to attack both in front and rear.by a force twice as large as his

OWIle * ( 59)

FERRIES BURNED ON BIG BLACK

Kimball's U, S. Cavalry burned the ferries on the Big Black east of
Satartia June 4th.1865, but could not advance north boednso the Confederates

%#(58) War of Rebellion, Officlal Records of The Union and Confederate Ann&os»- i
Pages 306-7-8-9, Serial No. 37 -
#(59) War of Rebellion, Official Records of The Union and Confederate Anniii- 1
Series I--Vol. XXIVe##Serial No. 38e-Pages 939-940, i
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held the country.
Gen., Mower occupied Mechanicsburg and Kimball was doing everything pos-

sible to prevent the advance of the Confederates, #(60)

PRITCHARD'S CROSS ROADS

Brig. Gen, W. He Jackson, Ce S. Army,Commanding Cavalry Division, sent
a brigade June 7, 1863 from Pritchard's Cross Roads to several miles below
Wesley Chapel, and scouts to within 8 miles of Snyders Bluff to ascertain

all about the enemy's movements.

The Colonel, commanding, reported that theilr force consisted of two
divisions (Generals Mower and Kimball) two light batteries, six guns each,
and two pieces with the cavalry force (two regiments), estimated around 10,000.
They had landed at Satartia on the 4th at 7 A. M. On the 6th they marched
to Snyders Bluff. Kimball's quartermaster said they were ordered to fortify
and defend that place against General Johnston's Army which they supposed
was marching from this direction.

Col. L. S. Ross destroyed 25 tents and obtained some pilot bread and

hams which had been left at Satartia., #(61)

MECHANICSBURG BURNED

Between June 4 and 6th, 1863 the Yank®es under Gen. Mower and Kimball
in an expedition to Mechanicsburg destroyed property of every kind. Sixteen
houses in Mechanicsburg, besides several on’the road, were burned. Gin
houses were also destroyed, as were all the bridges behind them. #(62)
#(60) War of the Rebellion, Official Records of The Union and Confederate
Armies--Serial No. 37, Page 437.

#(61) War of the Rebellion, Official Records of The Union and Confederate
Armies--Serial No., 37, Page 440,

#(62) War of the Rebellion, Official Records of The Union and Confederate
Armies--Page 440--Serial 37.
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YAZOO CITY DEFENCELESS

On June 6th, 1863 Gen. Walker forwarded Capt. Fitzpatrick's report to

Gen. Johnston in which he stated there were no defensive works for the city
except the works that the batteries were in. Four roads led to Yazoo City,
viﬂjthe Benton, Mechanicsburg, Dover and River Valley road. .

On the other side of the river there was a splendid road leading from
Satartia to Yazoo City. In transports the enemy could land any force at
Satartia.

If the heights that commanded the river had works, and cannons in thaﬁ
no infantry could stay in the plain below, Further, it would take a large
force to protect Yazoo City, if the enemy wanted the place. #(63)

OGDEN CHURCH

When the Federal Expedition with fleet of nine boats (counting transports
and gunboats) landed at Satartia on June 4th.,1863 and marched against Mechan-
icsburg, the next day they advanced on the Y.or Ridge Road via. of Ogden Church
to Yazoo City, about 20 miles distant. They had progressed 1% miles in ad-
vance of Ogden and their shortest route would be to turn off the Y;rond.at

the Spires Plasce., Major Bridges force with a part of John Adam's force were
on the Y. Road to check them. #(64).

FALL IN THE YAZOO RIVER

r_,_.;;,.: s

June 7th, 1863 a Federal report showed that Nathan Kimball of tle 16th
U. S. Army Corps who had approached to within 2 miles of Sataftia on the 6th
retreated to Oak Ridgq Post=0ffice and sent the caﬁmissapy atoros'and bqggnso
by the river to Haynes Bluff, The reason given for that move was an extraor-

*(63)‘war of the Rebellion, 0Official Records of The U
Page 951--Vol. 24, Serial 38. e Union and Confederate .

#(64) War of the Rebellion, Official Records of The Union and Confederate Aiumﬁéﬁi
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The Yankees ordered two reserve companies to the front and passed fhrough.

dinary fall in the Yazoo caused him to fear his supplies might become inse- ” the town which forced the Confederates to their main force estimated at from
cure at Satartia. .; ?; 1,500 to 2,000 under the command of Gen. Adams, which was in line of battle

On the 4th his affair was a small skirmish, in which he took some 40 and supported their artillery.

prisoners without loss to himself. A Confederate deserter reported that

From the ditches in the rear of the town the Union forces held the

ades, and that Joe
Gen. W. He T. Walker was at Yazoo City with eight . g ground for half an hour. Then their battery arrived, opened fire on the Con-

| e. #(65
Johnston was advancing from Canton to the Big Black with a large fore kon) federates, silenced their guns and started them from their position.

FEDERAL FORCES AT SATARTIA AND MECHANICSRURG i Detachments of the Fourth Iowa and Fifth Illinois Cavalry which arrived

The first Federal brigade to arrive at Satartia and march into country

h e
between the River and Mechanicsburg which engaged in the skirmish of Jun Greene reported 2 men severely wounded in the skirmish: also of

4th 1863,was that of the Eighth Wisconsin Infantry, according to the report

having wounded 3, and captured 2 Confederates before reaching town as well as

¢ Guard. This
of Capt. James H. Greene, Captain of Co. F Commanding Advance - several on the other side of Mechanicsburg. #(66)

was composed of three companies of the Eighth Wisconsin, wiz.A. F. and I,vand
were detalled as an advance guard. EXPEDITION ON THE YAZOO FROM MAY 20-23RD, 1863, JUNE 11 TO 18, 1863

ri and Forty-seventh -
About 1 3/4 mi. out were, one from the Eleventh Missou . From March 24th, 1863 Admiral Porter and Sherman had attempted to get

Illinols on picket. into the Yazoo below Yazoo City. #=(e7)

| tant and '
From there on to Mechanicsburg (3 miles) the fight;ng i Sane On April 12th an ineffectual attempt was made to reach Yazoo City by

stubborn
at times severe with five Confederate Companies halting and making means of a practicable passage through Steele's, Black Bayou and Deer Creek

resistance behind the crest of hills. without having to pass the Confederate batteries at Haynes Bluff. #(68)

: iece of Tay- '
At one time Capt. Greene sent back for artillery and one piec d ‘The expedition of May 20th-23rd inclusive was decisive for the Yanks,

| ral 1s, dislodging the -
lor's Chicago battery was brought up and threw several shells, dging By May 22nd, 1863 the Federals obtained possession of Haynes Bluff and

Confederates from a strong position,

_ | the Yazoo and consequently had supplies. #(69)
When they arrived at Mechanicsburg the Confederates were discovered 1 | 5 4]

o« War Of The Rebellion, Official R |
getting a gun in position on the hill between the town, and the Yankees came 1 P;gg)439--89rial i e ¢lal Records Of The Union And Confederate Armies,

to the |
on them so suddenly that without tiring, the Confederates withdrew #(67) War of The Rebellion, Official Records Of The Union And Confederate Armies,

rear of the village and opened on the enemy from two pleces. with shell and a Page 22--Serial No. 36,

'_; #(68) War Of The Rebellion Official Records Of The Union And Confederate Armies, f
iy ' 4 Page 28--Serial No. 36, . "

#(65) War Of The Rebellion, Official Records Of The Union And Confederate qi' #(69) War Of The Rebellion, Official Records Of The Union And Conr.dorato'Aaq;.gﬁﬁf
Armies--Pages 436=37-38-=Vol. XXIV., Serial No., 37, Series TI. o 1 Page 37-~Serial No. 36. "Eﬁﬁaf‘”
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By June 11, 1863 Grant reported 13,000 men at Haynes Bluff, #(70)

On the 18th. Johnston's forces were at Yazoo City, #(71) as were Walker's;
and struggle was made to hold the Yazoo. Loring's Division with about 9,000
was then stationed at Benton and further Confederate support was by W. H,

Jackson's Cavalry between Yazoo City and Mechanicsburg. #(72)

GEN. FORREST AT MECHANICSBURG

On June 12, 1863 Gen. Forrest with his cavalry was at Mechanicsburg, and
another part of his force was expected that day to form a junction with him

at or near that town. The whole command was estimated at 4,000, #(73)

PRISONERS OF WAR CAPTURED AT YAZOO CITY

Prisoners of War captured at Yazoo City, Miss., by Maj. Gen. F. J. Herron,
July 1863 (sent north) were 2 Captains, 4 First Lieuts., and 2 Second Lieuts,
Prisoner of War captured and paroled at Yazoo City, Miss. by Maj. Gen.
Fe Je Herron July 13, 1863 was one Second Lieut. |
Prisoners of War captured at Yazoo City, Miss. by Maj. Gen. F. J. Herron

July 1863 (sent north) were 6 Sergeants, 3 Corporals, 115 Privates, 22 Citizens,

8 Commissioned and 124 Enlisted, Aggregate 154.

Prisoners of War captured and paroled at Yazoo City, Miss. by Maj. Gen.
Fe Je Herron July 13, 1863 were 8 Sergeants, 3 Corporals, 148 Privates, 1 Com-
missioned, 159 Enlisted, Aégregate 160, #(74)

#(70) War of the Rebellion, Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies-~-Page 42--Serial No., 37.

#(71) War of the Rebellion, Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies--Page 43--Serial No. 36.

#(72) War of the Rebellion, Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies--Page 102--Serial No. 36.
#(73) War of the Rebellion, Official Records of the Union and Confederate

Armies~--Page 222--Vol, XXIV--Serial No. 37.
#(74) War of the Rebellion, Official Records of the Union and Confederate

Armies~--Page 324--Serial No. 37.
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FEDERALS AT YAZOO CITY

July 13th, 1863,Ethe enemy attacked Yazoo City both by land and
water. While Isaac N. Brown C. S. A., Commander Navy, repulsed the Federal
fleet no resistance was made by the Garrison Commanded by Col. William B.
Creasman of the Twenty-ninth Regiment, North Carolins Volunteers., #(75)
In fact the Confederate Infantry retreated and Brown had to abandon his guns.
The 1ron clad Federal rlagahip DeKalb, of thirteen guns was sunk at
this time byja torpedo. In defense of his action, a part of Lieut. Col.

Creasman's report to Col. B, S. Ewell is quoted below:

“"Being informed on thne 10th. instant tnat General Cosby was moving
from Mechanicsburg in the direction of Canton T immediately sent out
pickets on the different roads leading to Yazoo City. I also sent 4 of

- Lieutenant Johnson's cavalry 12 miles below the city‘on.tho‘road running

down thne west bank of the river.

About 7 p.m. on the 12tn instant, I received information, through a
citizen living 25 miles below the city, that there were three gunboats
coming up the river, and immediately gave orders for the command to bo
in readiness for action. A few minutes later one of my pickets came in
from below and reported one gunboat within 12 miles of the city.

By a little after dark the gunners were at their guns and the infantry

in the redoubts and rifle-pits, the right wing of my regiment resting on
the Liverpool road and the left on the Vicksburg road, 1 mile from the city,
Captain (James A.) Hoskins' light battery was Planted-three pieces on the
Vicksburg road and one on the LdvorpoolerAd.

In the mean time the baggage, cooking vessels, &ec, s Were placed on thne

#(76) War of the Rebellion, Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies--Page 246--Serial 36--Vol. XXIV.
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wagons and sent 2 miles north of town. About 10 p.m. I received a 1 Shortly after, & picket from up the river reported the Saint Mary, a small
dispatch informing me that General Cosby had engaged the enemy near picket-boat, captured. This boat was up the river a distance by water of
Canton, and upon receipt of this information I immediately ordered the 7 miles but by land only 3 miles. The other boats were still higher up .
wagons and baggage on the boats, believing it impossible to retreat _ . the river. Those which were wooded moved up the river, and those not wooded
across the country, if retreat should become necessary. Consequently I | | were burned. Captain (W. T.) Edwards, acting commissary of subsistence,

determined, if retreat should be lnevitable, to go up the river and join i carried the cormissary stores off on thoge boats which escaped. One hundred

General Chaimers. beef-cattle near Benton I ordered out by way of Lexington.

Early on the 13th, I called on Lieutenant Johnson for four relisble About 5 p.m. I determined to evacuate the place, finding I was entirely
cavalrymen, whom I posted down the river, 5 miles distant from each other. | overpowered and almost surrounded. I concentrated my forces at the redoubt
About 10 a.m. one of these came in and reported four gunboats and six , " on the Canton road, half a mile from town, except Captain (Robert) Voigt, of
transports passing Liverpool up the river. Shortly afterward ancther | | Waul's Texas Legion, who, refusing to obey my orders relative to the evacua-
picket came in from the opposite side of the river, confirming previous | tion, was with his company (C) captured by the enemy, when he could have

reports. Lieutenant Johnson and Adjutant (John E.) Hoey alsc made a re- escaped with the rest of the coomand. I considered it dangerous to send

connalssance, and assured me the boats were coming up the river. About 12 after him when I found he refused to come out, the enemy being then in

m., snother picket came in and reported the enemy landing 3 miles below the sight on the west bank of the river. I ordered Captain (Isaac N.) Brown,

city, though he could give no positive information as to their strength or C. 8. Navy, to destroy or render useless the heavy artillery, which he
the number of transports landing. I immediately sent Captain Senders and ~falled to do, informing me afterward that he did not have time,
Lieutenant Johnson, with about 20 men (mounted), to ascertain if possible, |

their strength and movements., About 3 P.ri. One gunboat appeared in sight to evacuate and thereby endanger our retreat,

of our battery of heavy guns, which promptly opened fire upon her at & dis- 1 moved the command about 7 p.m. toward Lexington, via Benton, #(76)
tance of 1% miles. She halted, replied, and a brliak éa.nnonade ensued, last-

ing about half an hour, when she ceased firing and backed out of sight down

the river. During this firing, Lieutenant Johnson returned and reported
Captain Sanders and 3 men cut off, the enemy moving up Short Creek, endeav-
ing to turn our left flank. Soon after another picket from the_ Mechanics~
burg road reported Captein Sanders and 1 man captured and 1 horse killed,

and confirmed Lieutenant Johnson's report as to the enemy's direction.

#(76) War of the Rebellion, Official Records of the Union and Confe |
Armies~-~Series I--Vol, XXIV--Part II--Rgpwt._-soriu No. 37"?.8. g;r] ‘t:m
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SHERVAN ORDERS REGARDING BANTON, YAZ0O CITY,LIVERPOOL, SATARTIA AND

MECHAN ICSBURG.

From Headguarters Fifteenth.axmy'corps, vamp on Big Black, sept. 27.
1865, Maj. Gen. W.D. Sherman, Commanding officer sent a dispaten to the
U. S. Commanding Officar Cavalry BExpedition Plainly stating that the
object of the sxpedition wus to 'strike the enemy (Confedeﬂates) novering

between Vernon and Yazoo City. *hey were directed to pass Cockerill's

brigude of infantry on the Jackson road, about 8 miles; to go on near

Brownsville feed and rest.

Barly the 28th they were to move rapidly, strike any force at o

=

- T - ' 1 I
near Vernon, and as far up as Beattie s Bluff; there regt the second night.

On the 29, they were to &0 to Benton and Yazoo City and aect according
o circumstance. Thence Ouck to camp by easy Marches by the way of
Liverpool, Satartia and Hechanicsville(Mechanicsburg). |

He was further informed that General Buckland, then at Qak Ridge,
would send a couple of regiment to Mechanicsburg.

On his return he was to cormmunicate with this force, that they may
return to their post. He was given to understand thers was nothing he could
‘not dispose of sawmarilyfnot to hesitate to attack Promptly and vigoroudly
and follow it up. He would have support at Mechanicsville ang Brownsville
and not to listen to any ig stories.

Informat ion was given that they knew of some Parties of rebels engaged
in forcing conscripts, punishing negroes, burning cotton ete., "Punish
them severely, and capture as many as you can. Lake all the:good horses
you find, feed freely on the com-fields, and take wagons and carriages

if you have use for them. If you take wagons ammunition, C.S.A. cotton,

Or anything useful to the °nery and hurtful to us, bring them in if con-

YAZOO COUNTY \
assignment # 18=--- Supplement to #5 WARS.
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veanient, or.otherwise destroy.

Do your work up well, De rapid up to the time you reuch Beatties

Crossing, after which move with more slowness. *he force at Mechanicsville

would await their arrival. % (77)

% (77) Taken from Serial 52, Page 885

War Of Rebellion.
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FEDERAL IT ION UFP THE YAZOO PURING 1864

When the Confederate army capitulated on July 4th, 1865 the Yankees had
1

pushed Gen Johnaton into and bevond Jackson and purposed to move On

ust . e} Yy

t d to destroy the railroads about Meridian, and all other rail=-
geastwar

The intense heat drought, and condition of men after the seige of Vicks-

burg made the plan impractible and had to be deferred. T.hus. earlj.r in

the new year Sherman laid plans anew according to information gained con<

cerning the plans of &en. Polk, chief in command at Meridian, who

scattered companies of cavalry and infantry all over the state, coll-

acted taxes and forced conscripts; at Canton, Loring's Division of

infantry, 18 guns, and 7,000. at Brandon French's,broken division of.

10 guns and 3,000. liajor General Forest commanded the cavalry district

in North Mississippi (head quartered st Gomo) with forc: about 4,000 :and

N'aj.Stephen D. Lee at Yackson about 4,000 strong: Cs ’ﬂwﬂ—’ u,

He had Gen. Jackson's division of three brigades, Ross, Starkes and

Wirt Adam's posted in a semicircle behind Vicksburge

Then the expedition was made against the csast with disastrous r_esx.zlts

to the Confederates. At Meridian the immense depots,warehouse, rail

roads (ineluding side tracks) were destroyed with axes, erowbars, clav:ara

sledges, and fire by the 10,000 Yankees «An expedition was also directe
inst Mobile, Ala. |

iiathe game time Feb. 3rd, Sheman -sent an expedition up the Yazoo with

gunboats and transports for the express Purposse of deceiving Confederates

as to real plans to cut of f the supplies of the Southern armies, |

route them from their strong holds, send them to defence of their armies

T OWN UsSSe
attacked , and avail themselves of their substance for thei

extent .
They met with some losses, but oarrled their ends to a‘major

‘ "‘""‘*"“‘“‘Ilm WOTETe e
i B
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M

for they caused great alamm to 4labamg; besides oioarod the Yazoo

Valley

and chickens.

of the remaining stores of cotten, grain, stock, cattle
following gives account of this ¥azoo expedition« (78)

The

ROSS AND RICHARBSON IN DEFENSE

I-“_'__’uring the latter part of .}an.

| 1864 the Yankees commenced to concentrate
a large force at Vicksburg.

About the 28th they started their demonsfra&=

tions up the Yazoo "iver and moved their cavalry up towards Msechaniosburg.
Rosgg!

Texas brigade was guarding the Yazoo River and were also Pested

at Benton_ to guard the Mississippi Central Railroad.# (79)

Feb,3rd 1864. Admms' brigade fought and acted gallantly on the Yazoo.

@en. Ross of the Texas brigade also fought most gallantly with the Sixth
and Ninth Texans. They fought the enemy on foot with pistols at 12

paces repulsing them with severe loss, enemy leaving killed and wounded

on the Gonfederate hands, Heavy and continuos firing heard on the Yazoo
that da'y.*(BO)

Daily till Feb 5th they fought the Yankee gunboats and infantry and

repulsed them on every occasion. At Liverpool two small regiments and

a section of artillery of:King's Battery under Lieutenant Moore

repulsed three large Yank® regiments of mfs.ntry supportod by their gunboata.
On the 5th of February the Yanlse gunboats and tmnsports went down the

river and for awhile abendoned any atteInpt to land.

On the 9th Ross was ordered to join hia dzvision anl"tho enemy was ad-

vancing on Meriddap but around the 24th was ordered back to. l‘asoo county.

%(78 ) War of The Hebellion Official Records of the

Union and @onfederate
armies.Series I. Vol. XXXI.Serial no57. Page

172 through 179.

% (79" Wiroof The Rebellion Official Records of the Union and Confederate
armies. Series I. XXXI. Serial no 57 Page 365-68.
aF )

#(80) War of The Rebellion Official Mecords of the Union and Gonfodomto

armies. Series I. XXXI. Serial no 57 Page 357.
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While going into camp near Benton on the 28th the Texans were charged
by 80 negro cavalry from Yazoo CGity. The Texans with about the same
number charged and before they reached ¥azoo city 75 of the n"ogr'oes

were caught and killed offering resist on the run .# (81 )

On March 4th,Brig. @en L. I. Ross moved with his forece of 1,000 men to
the Ponds to re-enforce Brig. Gen. Robt. Richardson, C.S.4. who then
had only 550 men.

Ross was well informed as to the position of the ensnmy, works of de-
fense and the topography of Yazoo @ity and environs.

Richardson was the ranking officer, but declined the command

(Ross?)
account of ‘nis,\superior information as to defenses and approaches

to the city. He was therefore made equal in rank and consulted and co-
operated. |

The attack started at 10 a.m. on the 5th. Col.Mabry was ordered to
attack on the plank road, Gol. Jones to carry the left central redoubt:
gol Hawkins with first Texas “egion to carry the extreme right redoubt,
these officers were all from Rossi Brigade and Lieut. Johnson was at
main or right central. Phe Eleventh Illinois Regiment was exposed .* ( 82)
March 5th, Brigadier @en. Richardson and Ross Oo-o?erating attacked and
drove the enemy from all redoubts save one held by 400 ¥ankees. They
took possession of the city, captured many stores and a few prisoners.

#(81) War of The Rebellion Official Records of the Union and Confederate

armies. Series I. XXXI.Serial no 57 Page.365-68.

% (g82) War of The Rebellion Official Records of the Union and “onfederate.

amies. Series I.XXXI. Serial no 57 Page 382-385.
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The next day' the enemy evaculated. .

Brigadier @en. Jackson referred to Ross' capture: of Yazoo @ity as a

Perfect success.#(83)

RALS IN MECHAN ICSBURG AND POND SK IRMISHES (1865)
fol. John W. Noble (Third Iowa Galavry) with a detachment numbor:lnglsoo
composed of companies of the Third and Fourth- Iowé. Cavalry whzl.lo en-
route to *’V'icksburg rrém their '.!.en_nessoe Bxpeciitidn during December of
1864, moved down via of Lexington. |
On Jan.2nd 1865.the_y approached there three hours after the rear guard
of the main column had passed and drove the Gonfederatefout following
a slight skimmish in which one @Gonfederate had fallen mortally wounded.
They reached the camp of the Third Brigade at EbPnezer about eight o'
clock at night and after an hour pushed on to Benton.

Major Woods commanded the companies of the Fourth Iowa Gavalry under
Col. Noble,l and Captain Crail and Lieutenant: Amim, the squadrons of
Phird Iowa Cavalry. _

On the morning of Jan. 3rd they advanced and had some skiemishing to
Mechanicsburg, camped at Mechanicsburg and next day the command at the
rear of the main column engaged in skirmishes near the Ponds, and lost
one man, James B‘arr_, private, Co., B. Killed.

On the 5th of January they entered Vicksburg.* (84)

#(83) War of The Rebellion Official Records of the Union and Confederate

Armies. Seriesl. Vol.XXXI. Serial No.57 Page 371
%(84 ) War of The Rebellion Official Records of the Union and €onfederate.

Armies. Series I. Vol XEv. Serial no 93.
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SKIRMISHES AT MECHANICSBURG AND LIVERPOOL HEIGHTS

Two regiments of the Second Brigade, U. S. Colored Troops, Seventeenth
Army Corps moved toward Yazoo City on April 19th, 1864 from Snyder's Bluff.
They marched 22 miles without seeing the enemy with the exception of a few
scouts and went into Camp at 7 P. M.

The next day at daylight they started toward Benton, and at Mechanics—
burg drove in the enemy plckets of about 20 cavalry and moved on without
much resistance until about 6 miles from the latter place, when the enemy
was met in force, who opened on the advance with four pieces of artillery.

They silenced the Confederate battery and moved to Liverpool Heights
remaining there until the night of the 23rd and returned to camp at Snyder's
Bluff,

On April 19th, Col. Embury D, Osband, Third U. S. Colored Cavalry moved
with one battalion Tenth Missouri Cavalry, 90 men and 4 officers, Maj. W. H.,
Iusk commanding, and the Second Battalion, Third U. S. Colored Cavalry, 138
men and 12 officers, Maj. J. B. Cook commanded on the Yazoo City road. The
command was divided to cover both the‘ ridge and valley road and moved to
within 7 miles of Mechanicsburg. |

On the 20th the First Kansas Mounted Infantry accompained them as far
as Mechanicsburg, but the former moved on to Yazoo City and drove about 50
of the Confederate skirmishers.,

About 9 miles from Mechanicsburg, the advance guard of the Tenth Mis-
souri Cavalry under Captain Cain captured 2 out of the 4 men posted as picket
and learned Mabry's brigade formerly either Adam's or Starke's was in front
with four pieces of artillery and about 700 men. They halted in a belt of
timber for the infantry to close up, and upon seeing the 20 men in front
- dlsmounted to flank them. Instantly the Confederates appeared on their

position with an ambusheg battery of 4 pleces, distant about 3/4 miles and

continued rapid firing for hearly an hour., The dismounted Companies re

joined Col., Osbang , by command of Col,

to defend the Passage of the Cross-roa

d leading to Liverpool Helights., The
Confederates

who had followed were ambushed f

rom behind a small ri e jutti:
out across the road by the R i

Third u, s, Colored Cavalry Commanded by Maj. J,

# (85). Page 674JUWaAR OF REBELLION
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YAZOO CITY BLOCKADE (April 19-23, 1864)

Under Hiram Scofield(2nd Brigade 1lst Division, U.S. Golored Troops, 17th
AmMy Corps)accompanied by the Federal gunboats No- S (retfel) and No. 11'
(Prairie Bird) with Lieut. McElroy commanding the fleet, the ¥ankee |
Bxpedition set out from Haynes Bluff up the Yazoo River on April 19,
1864. The Brigade not given battle after four days returned to Haynés
Bluff. The fleet however proceeded up the river and when it attempted
to run the blockade at'”fazees.aity on the 23rd in order to open fire

on the works from above, the Fetrel was lost, and her crew including
Lieut. Commander NcElroy were either killed or capturede.

Brig.Gen. Wirt #dams, 6.5.A. was commanding the ca-valry on the Yazoo
River, and a section of the artillery and sharpshoot‘ers was under Col.
John Griffith, Arkansas Llroops 1llth Hegiment, who drove the men and
crew from the gunboate.

Bight 24 pounder guns and the most valuable stores were remov'e_d and the
boat (Fetrel) was burned to the water's edge. The Confederate

Casualties were small. % (86)

FEDERAL UNDER GEN. MeARTHUR (Mav 5, 1864)

- Gen.Wirt Adams, C.S8.A. reported (to Lieut.. (:}jen. Polk)

that a Union force of 10,000 white infantry, two batteries of artillery,
and 250 cavalry all under the command of Gen. NeApthur was advancing
toward Yazoo City, and was encd®pPed for the night at Mgshanicsburge.

Gen. Adams was conentratinghis forces as rapidly as i;)oss:i.ble to offer
all the resistance with in hls power, covering as far as practicable mil-

road.* (8 7)
%(86) War of The Hebellion Ufflclal Ngcords of the Union and Gonfederate.

Armies. Series I. Vol. XXXII. Serial 57 Page 573-675.

% (87, War of The Rebellion Official nec:or-del of the Union and Confederate.
Armies. Series I. Vol XXXIX. Serial no 78 Yage 581

L
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DEPOT BURNED AT VAUGHN (May. 14,1864)

On & 14th @en.Adams advised Gen. Lee the enemy had received 1500 re-

enforcement and had moved the day before 10 miles east of Benton toward
Pickens and was resisted by Gen. Adams. Phe Union -mval‘ry had been sent
on to Vaughn and burned the station house. They also attempted to des-
troy the rail-road bridge over the Big Black, but were drivén off with a
heavy loss by Stockdale,who had been smtionod on the east side to de~-
fend it. From there they moved to Fickens, burnod trestle and then -
turned toward Benton.On the 15th Gen.Adams informed Gen.Lee that it was
Capt Yerger with 150 irlen who had 'succe-ssrully defended the rail-road
bridge against two regiments the day before, ‘and Col. Woods who hRad been
sent iri pursuit as they ﬁithwdfew £ rom Deaisonville and harassed t"leir

rear nearly to Benton. Adams retumed to the Pickens road himsolr and

‘the next morning moved toward Benton only to find the enemy gone to

Yazoo City. Adams then turned to Liverpool. Two pieces of Owen's

battery was disabled and the remaining was worthless, and Col.Mabry

was greatly in need of a battery of good guns.#(88)
RESULTJOF FEDERAL RADONOVOQS ,-Doco4 1864.

(Bxpedition firom Vicksburg to ¥azoo €ity; Skirmish at Big Black Bridge.

Nove. 27.;Action at Concord Church Dec,l)

Phe Yazoo Expedition sent from Vicksburg in November 1864, commanded
by Col, E.De Osbandl, Phird U.S.(Colored) caval?y consisted of about 2000
Cavalry and 8 pieces of artillery, first made a feint movement against
Jackson§ after which it started for the Big Black Bi-idge on the Misgs-

issippi Central Railroade.
This expedition with another which stabted feom Baton Rouge was to co-

operate with Sherman in cutting Hood's oommunlqat ion with Mobiles

% (88)War of The Rebellion Official Records of the Union and Bonfmnt.

A,rmiea. Series I. Vol.XXXIX aerial No 78. Page 581 'sﬁrial no 'N S ;%
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Besides Big Black Rail-road Bridge and importans trestle-work afore
mentioned; 30 miles of track,the wagon bridge over Big Elack)@gg the
telegraph on the railroad beyond Deasonville; depotsat Vaughn, Pickens

and Goodman Stations, 2600 bales of Ggs.ﬂcotton, 2 locomotives, 4 cars,

4 stage coaches, 20 barrels salt and $1664000 worth of stores at Vaughn

gtation were destroyed.

The Confederates harassed the troops consideraoly but took back more
reecruits than the gntire loss of effective men.

Maj. J.B. Cook U.S.Cavalry distinguished himself in the charge against
the bridge,dismounted with nothing but railroad ties for a path and in
the face of sharp fire at 30 yards rangee.

He was later promoted to the Lieutenant -colonelcey with citation "as one

of the most daring and heroic acts of the war®.#(gg)

EXPED ITION 1864 (continued)
Maj. W.H. Dale, Second Wisconsin Cavalry Volunteers was severely wounded
in the ankle. The Federal sick and wounded were sent to Vicksburg by the
Shenango. |
Ogband requisdttbned 10,000 rations and foup days forage for 2,200 men and
2,500 horses and mules unless transports were sent for the whole
command in which event forage would not be needed.

The Yankees occupied Yazoo City on the 29thy (90)

% (g89) Wars of The Rebellion Official Hecords of the Union and Confederate
Amies.Series I.Vol XLI¥ Serial No 93 Page 777,778,779,781
#(90)Wars of The rebellion Official Records of the union and Confederate

Amnies. Series I Vol XLV. Serial no 93 Page 781 to 1I83.
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REPORT OF COL. BENJAMIN DORNBLASER,FORI¥-SIXTH ILLINOIS INFANTRY,COli%
MANDING BRIGADE. |

HEZADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE,YAZOO EXPEDITION,

] VICKSBURG,MISS., MAY 22, 1864.
CAPTAIN:I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken
by this brigade in the Yazoo expedition:
At 5 a.m. of the 4th instant the First Brigade, consisting of the Forty-
sixth Illinois Infantry, Lieut. Col. John J. Jonesr commanding, and the
Seventy-sixth Illinois Infantry, Col. Samnbl T. Busey commanding,left
cémp and Proceeded via Jackson road to Hebron, Mechaniesburg, and
Benton, which wé reached on the 7th. The enemy seemed disposed to di;-
pute our possession of the place. The First Brigade, mareching in the
rear, was ordered up, leaving two campanieé with the t;ain, and formed
by your order in a field east df the town and in the rear of the One
hundred and twehty-fourﬁh Illinois Infantry, of the Second Brigadé.
The enemy, howevef, soon fled before our advance, and left our troops
in quiet possession of the rlace.
On the morning of the 8th General McArthur wsnt'to ¥Yazoo City to com=-
municate with General Slocum, at Vicksburg, leaving me in command
during his absence. At about 2p.m. of the 9th a scout reﬁorted the
eneny advancing in large force on the Lexington road. I at once formed
my brigade and Bolton's battery on that road, and requested Colonel
coates, of the Second Brigade, to fomm it on the Canton road,which was
promptly done. Major,kumfofd, with his Fifth Illinois Cavalry, dis-
mounfed, passed around my left, deployed as skimrishers, and drove the
enemy across to the old Lexingt on road, from which a few well-directed

shots from Bolton's battery drove them pell-mell into the timber be-

yond the field. Major Gook, of the Phird U.S. Gavalrﬁ(colored), with
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& portion of his command, also drove to the Sshelter of the woods a small
force of tne enemy who were advaneing, via Pickett!'s Plantation, toward
the right of my brigade. After posting a strong picket T ordered the
troops to camp,

On the morning of the 12tn. I was ordered by General McArthur to remain
at Benton to guard tne approaches by the Lexington road, with the

First Brigade and on section of Bolton's battery while ne, with the other
troops, went to Moore's Ferry, on thne Big Black, via the Canton.road,
On a reconnaissance, returning the same day. At 5 a.m. on the 13th,
the expedition started for Vaughan's Station, on the Mississippi Cen-
tral Railroad, the First Brigade in the advance. The cavalry advance
encountered thne enemy at Luce's pPlantation, five miles southeast from
Benton. I ordered the Seventy-sixtn Illinois forward to éupport & sec~
tion of artillery commanded by Lieutenant Nicnols, wno, together witn

& line of skirmisners from the Seventy-sixth Illinois T

the enemy from thelir position, The column then moved forward, in its
regular order of march, along the rosd about one mile andg & nalf, wnen
the enemy was 4gain found posted in & strong position, with three Pleces
of artillery, I at once pushed my brigade forward to an open field,
forming the Seventy-sixth on the left, and tne Forty=-sixth Illinois
Infantry on the right of the road, throwing forward two companies each

as skirmishers, i Nichols, with a section

at any moment, fully'a.mile, to the plantation houses, where I halted to

awalt orders. fTne general commanding, finding the enemy gone

YAZOC COUNTY
Assignment #18--Sudplement to # 5 WARS

CIVIL WARS

Permitted the Proops to rest and refrssh thalselves.after their weary
march. After a halt of an hour and a half the column again moved for-
ward to within two miles of Vaughan's Station, and encamped for the
night, the enemy making but a feeble resistance to our advance.

On the l1l4th we moved via Deasonville to Benton, and on the 15th to
Yazoo Gity, where we remained until the morning of the 18th, when

we proceeded, via Liverpool, Satartia, and Haynes' Bluff, to camp at

Vicksburg, where we arrived at 10 a.m;, having marched over 200 miles.
The only casualty I have to report in my command is thet of Sergeant
Eells, Company D, FPorth-sixth Illinois Infantry, who was killed on tus
morning of the 1l4th., while acting as a scout,fér which he was well
suited, and in which capacity he had rendered much valuable service.

Although the march was a long one, and rendered weansom® by the heat

and dust, but very few complaints were heard, and whenever a fight was
’

expected every man was found in his place ready and sager for the fray.
The officers of this command, including my personal staff, are entitled
to great praise for the able and prompt discharge of every duty de-

B. Pornblaser,

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

capt. W.H. F. Randall,
Assistant Ad jutant-@enerals 3 (91)

1o confed-
Y W of The Rebellion Official Records of the Bnion and
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EXPEDIT ION FROM VICESBURG TO YAZOO CITY? MISS.,WITH SKIRVISHES AT BENTON

(7th and 9th), AT LUCE'S PLANTAT ION(13th), AND AT OTHER POINTS.

HEADQUARTERS POST AND DEFENSES ¥

Vicksburg, miss., May 25, 1864.
CONONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the Yazoo
expedition: 1
In obedience to instruwetions from the ma jor-general commanding.the dis-
triect I left Vicksburg, Miss., on the morning of the 4th of May, in comme
and of an expedition, consisting of the Fdrty-sixth and ngenty-sixth
Infantry, Colonel Dornblaser commanding; the ®leventh, Beventyssecand
and One hundred and twenty=-fourth Illinois Infantry, Golonel Coates
commandings Company L, Secdnd Illinois Light Artillery, and the Seventh
Ohio Battery, Captain Bolton , chief of artillery, commahding; First
Kansas l'ounted Infantry,detachments of the flftq and Eleventh Illinois
Cavalry, and Third U.S. Cavalry, African descent, Colonel Qs band, Third
UeSeCavalry,African descent, commanding, and proceeded in the directién
of Messinger's Ford, thence nortawest through Oak Ridge and lMechanicsburg,
visiting Scott's PFerry, at Big Black, destroying the same, intercepting
the wagon train of two regiments that had crossed to this side to re-emn

force the forces that were immediately on my front. I then started in

the direction of Benton, having constant skimmishing, the cavalry,

however, pushing the enemy sufficiently rapid +that no delay was ex-
perienced until we reached Benton, where they made a sténd,’resisting
the efforts of my cavalry to dislodge them until the arrival of the in-
fantry, when, after a short and spirited skirmish, they retreated,
closely followed for six miles north of Benton. Seeing pursuit in that

direction fruitless, I then returned to Benton. From information re-

ceived from intercepted dispatches from General adams, together with

4
P
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intelligence gained from othenr sources, I found that the enemv were con=

centrating all their available forces on my front, and nad already suc-

ceeded in crossing two more regzments, and that General &dams had arrived

and assumed command, thereby accompllshlng the principal object of the

expedition. I abdndoned the 1dea (as communlcated to you by way of Yazoo

CGity ) of crossing the Big Black and moving on Canton, and contented my-

self with destroying the ferry at Moore's Bluff and directing General

Ellet, of the 11331331ppl Maprine Brlgade to remain at Yazoo Glty,

!

I sent my wagon traln and 31ck and wounded, and awaited at Benton the

whither

completion of the "concerted measures™ (see General Adams' dispatches )
to drive us from the Yazoo. After waiting two days, and seeing no serious
designs in carrying out their intention, I moved toward Vaughan's Sfation,
on the Mississippi Central Railroad, the enemy contesting every advantag-
eous position until we reached Luce S plantatlon. Where txev endeavored
to test our streng‘th but were somn/driven from their post.‘bion, my
cavalry and artiilery behaving handsomely and fighting keenly. Meeting
with rno more serious opposition we destroyed the railroad station é.t
Vaughan's, following the road to Big Black, desfroying the trestle-work
in such a manner as wlll render it useless for some time to come, re=
turning to Yazoo Glty, and thence by the: vallequ.\‘:;.od Vicksburg, W"lere we

arrived on the mornlng of the 21st instant.

Our loss in killed during the entlre expedltlon was 2 commissioned offices

I non-commissioned officer, and 2 prlvates, in WOUnded, 14 privates

Lsae#eurgeenuamrapantmaccompany&ﬂgrthtshferﬁn&meeé, comparatively light
with that of the enemy, whowere severely punished wherever they att=-

empted'to stande.

RESULTS :tA wholesome fear on the part of the enemy, from painful axperiencq;n.ﬁ

that we have sufficient force at this Point to move into the interior
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when desired--the effect of which will, in my opinion,lbe the with-
drawal of their forces west of the Mississippi Gentral Railroad, if not
of Pearl River; also compelling them to concentrate on my front at that
time instead of sending them north as they might have done; the desteuetion
of the railroad communication with Canton; the vast advantage it has
been to the new recruits of the command, of which we have a large pro-
portion, inereasing their morale and giving them a-prestige that can-
not be owr estimated to troops first brought brigades, and in fact
throughout the whole command my thanks are due to all, as well as to my
staff, for alacrity and spirit displayed in the exécution of every
order, "Excelsior" seeming to be the motto of every portion of the
command e
I desire, bafore my report, to call attention to Brigadier-General
Bllet, comnanding !'arine Brigade, for his kindness and assistance in
doing everything he could to make the expedition sucessful.
Accompanying my report I send you a sketch® of the entire route of the
expedition, which was made by Mr. Fiedler, engineer, who was employed
especially for the purpose of making a military map of this part of
the countrye.
I have the honor to be, your most obedient'servant,

J. MGARTHUR

Brigadier-eenera;.

Lieut. Col,H. Rodgers,

4

assistant Adjutant-General, Distrigt of Vicksburg.y(g92)

% (92) War of The Rebellion Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Arfmies. Series I. Vol. XXXIX. Part I. -Reports , May 1l=-Nov. 13, 1864.

Tupelo. Mobile Bay. Allatoona, Etc., Serial No.77. Page6,7,8,.

YAZOO GOUNTY

2
Assignment #18--Supplement to #5 WARS

CIVIL WARS

m

CONCORD CHURCH SKIRMISH

On Nov. 30th 1864. Gol., Jonn Griffith, Seventeenth Arkansas Infﬁntry

(mounted), commanding brigade moved to Pritchard's Cross Roads from Ben=-

ton because his scouts had reported the Federals withih the'defeneea
of Yazoo Citye.

The next day he advanced on the road diverging from Benton, and lead=
ing dirgctly into Yazoo City. Upon reaching Concord Church he found the
enemy at his front in considerable forca Preparing fof actione

Col. Griffith threw forward a body of scouts under Mgj, JeD<.Bradford
and the @ompany of independent scouts-under Gapt. Will Montgomery to
skimmish with the Union soldiers. Phis they did until ¢Gol. Griffith
could form and bring forward the Eleventh”and Seventeenth Arkansas
Regiment, underLieut. Gol. Josephﬁs Dotson, who was placed on the
right ¢éT the road, and Woodé regiment, under Gol. R.c;wood, Jre. who
occupied the road and the left of the road.

The Federals held a parallel position, and a portion of them found
on
shelter about some deserted 1og'houln§a hill in a small cleared

field which intervened.
. _
The Arkansas and Wood s regiments moved steadily, moved forward,drove

them fpom cover, back to their horses and compelled them torretreat

in a hurried disorderc*(gs)

Report of Gasualties in Griffith's C.8.A. Gavalry brlgade in the adtion at
Goncord Church, Yazoo Go., Miss., Dec. 2 (1)7% 1864.
Killed=====m=======cccccmcceae—- O o g g s v

Slightly 'woundod-éé------------------,-5f---__-1
Severely Wounded=======cccmcrac a3

Dangerously wounded (afterwards died) ===ewec===] .
Total 6

v'gg}Lvarbgglgfbgg119388f$38lal flecords of the Union mnd.Confodornto.knniiﬁuf:
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H. Hauslow

Senior Surgean: of Brigade* (94)

FLEEING ENEMY HARD P RESSED

Nov. 29, 1864 the enemy were enroute from Big Black River bridge to
Yazoo City via Benton, Col. B.D. Osband commanding,Upon arriving in
Benton he found the enemy had so far outtmve;gd his command pursuit
was useless. The haste with which the enemy fled was attested by the
fact, during pursuit of twenty one miles, twenty one dead horses
and several broken down ones wgere found on the road.
A Federal soldiér was captured by a negro servant of W_oods ngimgnt
C.8.A# (95)

SPIRIT OF CONFEDERATES

Ma jor Gen. S.D. Lee highly commended his men for gallant fighting, under=-
going great fatigue and fighting a large armmy of infantry with spirit.
Brigadier.Gen. W.H. Jackson commended Gen.Adams, Ross and Col.

Starke for efficiency and zealous discharge of their every duty and noble
bearing on the field. Stating too much praise éould not be bestowed

upon the heroic spirits who followed them.# (96)

8 e

% (94 )Warof the Rebellion Official BRecords of the Union and Confederates

Armmies. Vol XLV. Serial No 93. Page 787
#(95 ) War of the Hebellion Ufficial Records of the Union and Conflederate

Arnies. Vol . XLV. Serial 95‘. 7885,

#(96)War of the “ebellion Official Records of the Union and Gonfederate

Armies. VOolXXXII Serial 57 Page 371.
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DOCUNENTS AND LETTERS

A letter dated June 17, 1844 although yellow with age
legible. The stationery was

the writing is

velope,and sealed with waXx. On the front in right hand corner was

marked Faid 25¢,.in lower left corner the word mail.
Was postmarked Bardstown, Kentucky, June 17, 1844.
Another letter of date January 31, 1847.

Parole of Edward W. Crozier, 1865

Account of Edward W. Crozier, 1863,

Thesga are in poss®ssion of Mr. Groziers. daughter Mrs Eliza Hudson,
Yazoo City, Miss., who kindly let Historical Researeh have them.

Enclosed is replica of envelope that contained the Parole.

Facsimile of enve
G@rozier, Mgy 10,
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v-Wer CROZIER OF DARDENS BATTHERY
TY

~. ~PAROLE THAT WAS ENGLOSED IN ENVELOPE.COPY OF WHICH IS ®NGLOSED.

une, Stones
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Sergt. Crozier

was engaged in the §

Noe .-%#2.

North Ysorgia from |
; 9th May 1864; .
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I, the undersigned Prisoner of War, belonging to the Ammy of the Depart-
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ment of Alabama, lississippi and Bast Louisiana, having been surrendersd

COPY OF DOCUMENT

by Lieut. &en. R. F¥aylor , C.S.A..,commanding said Department, to Maje.

hod :
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Gen. B.R.S.Canby,- I.A. Commanding Amy and Division of====cea heroby

i g S

given my solemn parole of honor, that I will not heraaftef serve in the

Armies of the Confederate States, or in any Military capacity #hatever,

Daughter of the C. S. Vebéran.

Possission of Mrs Eliza Crozier Huden

against the United States of Americsa, or.-pender aid to the enemies of

the latter, until properly exchangd in shech manner as shall be mutually

e TR SR T s &

LNEAN LS

approved by the respective authoritiese.

Edward W. Crozier,
Done at Meridian, Miss., Lieut. Dardens Battery. \/ | :
this 10th day of Mavy 1865. | _ g | ; —r— - ? deﬁlNﬁY

ApPpProved:
ReL. Gibson, Brigadier & Commissioner for C.S.

Ge.L. Andrews. Brig Gen. Comm'sg for U.S.
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as long as he observes his parole, and the laws in force where he resides. 2
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vlothing for the year e
Station; In field near Atlanta Gs.

Clothing has been issued to sal
Date; Julv 19, 1864,

Sergt. Crozier has recs.
since Oct,
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ADQKS. TEXAN BRIGADE,JACKSONS CAVALRY DIVISION, . .

March 4, 1864.
Colonel Goats,

Comdg. U.S.Forces, Yazoo City:
SIR:"Some few weeks ago 2 men belonging to the Sixth Regiment Texas
Cavalry were captured by one Golonel Wood, of the UeS.Ammy, near Mechanics-
burg, Miss., and executed, ribheut trial and in eold blood. From threats
made by officers and men of ¥our command during their recent ralds
through this countr-y, I am led to 1nfer that yourself end command 1ndorse

the cold-blooded ang inhuman proceedmgs of Colonel Wood.

What kind of treatment shall membersof this brigade expect, should
the fortunes of wap make them Prisoners, in your hands? will they
receive the treatment due Prisoners of war, or bs murdered as were the
2 unfortunate men above referred to? |
Regard for the feelings of humanity and a strong’deeire to see the
struggle in which we are engaged conducted as becometh a ecivilized
People are the motives which hAave prompted the above 1nqu1r1es.

UP to the time of the death of the 2 men who were murdered by Col=-

onel Wood, pPrisoners captured by this command were 1nvarieb1y treated
kindl_y and with:the considerations due them as prisoners of war; indeed,
it 1s the boast of the Tex.ane, that while they have elways dama‘ged the
enemies of their country to the utmost of their abillty on the battle-
field and in open, fair fight, they had never yet injured nor in any way
maltreated prisoners. |

If, however, the sad fate that befell the 2 men captured at Mechanics-
burg await all who may hereafter be taken, we are prepared to accept

the terms, and will know what course henceforth to pursue.

YAZOD-QOMMEY 5o «nvinci WRA s e rass, i T
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I trust your answer may be satisfactorﬁ' to my command, and that theye may
be no necesslty for any change in the treatment herefore given to prlsoners.
I am, §olonel, respectfully, &c.,
L.S. Ross.
Brigadier-General C.S. Army.* (97 )

Headquarters U.S. Foreces,

¥azoo Gity, Miss., March 4, 1864.

Brig. Gen. L.S.ROSS’
"Gommandlng Texa s Brlgade, Jackson's Cavalry Divleion'

SIR: Your communlcatlon of date this a.m., per flag of truce, just re=-
ceived and contents noted. I would respectfully reply thet your 1nfoma-
tion relative to outrages said to have been committed Dby Bolonel Wood,
U.S. Volunteers, is the first intimation that I have received of such trans-
ecﬁion; and b'eg further to assure yoi: that this mode of warferc and treat-
ment of prisoners is as sincerely deprecated by me as by youreelf.

I desire, however, to call your attent ion_(while speaking on this sub ject)
to a fact which in all probability you have not yet been‘elvisec., vi,z_, |
that in a skirmish with a portion of your command on the 28th ultimo

19 of my command (colored) were missing; eince then 6 of the number_habe
been found, pPresenting every appearance of heving been brutelly used, end .

ompelling me to arrive at the conclusion that they hagd been murdered

L

after having been taken priecnersf
I beg leawe to assure you that while I am desirous of performing all that

is in my line of duty I will not dewvwiates from those principles dictated

bj humanity, and it will only be in exteeme casee of prenied:l.tated

% (I7)War of ‘ne Rebellion Officail Hecords of the Union and Confederate
Armies. VOL. XXXEL. S$gxial No 57.Page 326-327.. kTR
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Provocation that I will tolerate it in any portion of mny commang"
I am, general, resPectfully, &ec.,
Jag.H.C0oatag

Colonel, Gommanding’U.S'.Fox‘ces, Yazoo Cityex ( o8

AEADGUARTERS OF THE POST AND DEFENSES

Vicksburg, Miss., Feb 18, 18364,
Colonel Coates. | '
Commanding Yazoo Expedition:

COLONEL:" Your report is recéived

Seventeenth Army Corps.

ing is committed by men under the Pretense 'of being‘ Government detecti{res,

the blame of which will be attached to your cominand. The regularly

authorized Treasury agents will receive such assistance as you can con-

sistently gime them in collecting abandoned Property and forward ing tne ?

f

Armies. Vol. XXXII. Serial No 57. Page 327.
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same, time to time, together with suech corn and forage as you can collect

-~ A

in obe’ﬂiénoo to your instructions from Maje Gen. W.T. Sherman,"
: - Yours, respectfully,

Je Hchtﬁur,
Brigadier-General, , .
Qommanding#* ( §9)

%(°?) War of The Rebellion. fecords of the Union and Confederate Armmies.
Vol. XXXII. Serial No 57. gage z39.




YAZOO COUNTY WPA

assignment #lE--Supclersnt to #5 Wars

Note: In spite of the fact that sane of the steamers wers no: sunk with

in Yazoo's boundary, we trust that they may all be included in our history

for we think our citizens will appreciate a corplete record of the

vessels listed on the Yazoo,,her tribut .ries, and adjacent streams.
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I. BATTLES AND SKIRVISHES IN COUNTY: (Naval Forces)
33 STEAMBRS AND 6 GUN BOATS DESTROYED

Many exciting seenes transpired uuring the Civil War, and the line of the
Yazoo, Talla'ha.mhlie ana Yalobusha River waLs a fiela of inciaents, because
numerous vessels owned chiefl}'by Southeru boatmen, sought refuge in these
streams. The Federals had forced Southerners backward in their determined
effort to capture anu countrol the Mississippi and the tributaries on the
eastern side.

When it was founa impossible to save from gapture the vessels huddled
close vogether like frighteued sheep,torch was applied aﬁﬁ great havoe
reSuited. Thirty-three steamers were uestroyea Py flames anu some of

them were the largest, fleetest anu costliest that ever floated on the
watersc6f the West. The course of the river was luria with the glare of
many burning steamers, anu coula be traced for uays by the deuse clouds
of black smoke that hung like a funeral pall over the wrecks scattered

at intervals.

AT several poiuts vessels were moored sidé by side before destruction,
that their sunken hulks might bbstruct the channel ana prevent the
advance of the euemy fleet. 4t low atages of the river these wrecked,
impeded pnavigation but aia not eutirely prevent Passage of steamers.

In the upper Tallahatcaie River, and 120 miles from its mouth atJammyn's
was the wreck of the gottOu Plant, formerly Flora Temple, burnea July,
1863«

At Sam Evans place, sixty miles lower down, the wreck of the Hartford
City was close to the bauk. .

At Fort Pemberton, six miles above the eutrance of the Tallghatdhie

into the Yhzoo; the wreck of the famous steamship Star of the West was

scuttled anu sunk, direetly in the miudle of the river, a uangerous
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obstruction to passing steamers. The engine walking Deam, greatly injured

by rust, ana oue weather beaten wheel nouse of this monster steamship

s tood above the Level of the river TO wamn- approachkhing vessels from above

or below that wiae bepth must be given the wrecke. Phe channel at that

point admitted only a few spare feet on either silae, while the swift current

caused pilots to exercise utmost skill to make their run successfully. The

gtar of the West, driven TO 8se& of f Caarlestoun narbor, Dy Confederate

batteries in the effort TO oprovision Fort Sumpter, caused the firing

of the first gun of the War; afterwards captured off Galveston, Texas,

by Van Dorn anua & party of Gonfederates under nim, carried into New

Orlsans anu finally up the YazoOOe. The unlucky vessel did the Coufederates

little good anu entailed expeuse cariug for ner. The blackened nulk ana

4

rusty weather peaten machiuery was a fitting emblem of an useless career.

Up the ¥alobusha ,one mile Irom its mouth was the wreck of the~Fera

Kennet, once a fine StTe. Louis anu New Orleans steamer, burned in 1863.

The BEd. J. Gay, another elegaut St.Louis steamer, was buruned at the

mouth of the Pallahatchie ana Yalobusha, close TO the‘eastern pank

of the Yazo0O.

Afidile and a halfl below was the wreck of the acadia in ante bellum

aays a favorite, ana a well known New Oriegns: auu moast packet .

The remains Of the Mary E. Keeue, Ouce the pride of Vicksoburg packets,

was at French Bena, fourteen miles below GreeunwooOd.

At Browning's Bar, twenty-five miles Delow Greeuwood four wrecks lay

side by side, bows dowu stream sunk to PPevent the asceut of the Federal

. - % - : “ » .
fleets. The Scotlaua was uearest the Wggtern bank next the Golaeu “ge, then

the R, J. Lacklana, anu oOn the eastern bank was the Jonn Walsh.

Page 107
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n" The great Natchez one of the finest steaners sever coustructed, aua con=-
verted iunto a ram, was buruned auu.destroyea with 1200 pales of cottou
O11 boam at Burtonig ;' eighty miles above Yazoo Qitye

. Sixty miles fapghepr uown ana within niueteen miles of Yazoo City was the
wreck Peytona,uan miles below was the Prince of Wales. The J. P.Pargoud,
regaraed by many boatmen as-wiﬁhout a superior poiut of symmetry ana
beauty was three miles farther .owne
The Magenta and Magnolia, both of huge size ana capacity were six mileabove
Yazoo city, Just Delow was a Federal vin-clad guu-boat, the number o,
captured auu destroyeu here by the Coufeaerates.

The Baroun De Kalb, a Federal irou-clad, was blown up and destroyed Dy a
torpedo half a mile pelow Yazoo City. Phe Confederate gun-boat Mobile
was burned near the same spot.The Repubiic and Alonzo Child were near

‘here, their macihiinery was removed tO0 Selma, Ala. and afterwards placed
in Confederate gun-boats.

"At Liverpool Landing, some tweuty miles below Yazoo City, several vessels
were scuttlea au; burned amoug them was the ramous Capftol, owned at

Memphis, anu waich, auriug the summer of L860,mad§mthirteén successive

weekly trips betyeen Memphis anu New Orleans. The guuboat V. H. Joy was
also at this place.First as the Roger Williams, uoted for speed in the

New Bnglanu waters, then.as-the Bl Faraguay, a South American Bunboat,
again as a tow boat, towing ships Detweeu New Orleans aud the gulf, theu
transformed into a goufeaderate war vessel and as Hollis's Fiag ship,

makiug rapid dashes iu frout of the euemy about Cairo and Bird's Poiut.

Her career was surely an eveutful ous. |

The gunboat Lady Polk, Maurepas aunu Van Dorn were also gunk here, The :.

latter, ouce well known as the towboat Junius Beebe, ana one of the
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Dest vessels . of her class sver coustructea, Qas Puilt at New Uprleaus
in 1854, with low pressure machiuery of great power, she wés one of
the rleetest ana handsomest vessels that ever dasheq past the shipping
in rront of the Crescent City. Phe lady’ﬁodk:was known in earlier aays
as the Nashville steamer Ed. Howard, anu later as one of Holliu's gun=-
Doat f'leet.

At Snyaer's Blutfs, below, the iron-claa Gairo was blown up by é Confeaerate
topeao. These with the Hope anu Ben McCullock, after raised, comprise
all the vessels aestroyed uuring the war on the Yazoo. Many have

since been ulsmantled, anu their machinery removed by the U Se.
government

In acdition to the above, the H. D. licars, Enma Bell and Argo were
uest royea up the Sunflower, ana the Dew Prop up Quiver, one of its
affluentse.

Near the briage crossing of the Viecksburg Railroad to Jackson, on
Black River, the steamers Charm anu faul Jones were burnede.

the gunboat Arkansas built at Memphis, anu completed in Yazoo, was
Olown up just above Baton Rouge at the time it was attacked by
Breckenriage in 1862. A huge war vessel was burned on the docks,

half finished, at Yazoo City. These complete the list. % (100)

On Tallanatchie hiver; |

l. Cotton FPlant, formerly Flora Temple

2« Hartfora City

Se Otar of the West

# (100 Interesting Reminiseuces of The War

Reprinted from the New Orleans Picayune, in the Thi- weéekly Slariern

of Glarion of Jan. 1, 1870.
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Un Yalobusha River;

Ferd.Kennet
Eae. Je. Gay

On ¥azoo River;

Acsadia ‘ Mary E. Keene
Scotlana Golden Age
R. J. Locklana John Walsh
Natchez | PeytOna.
Prince of Wales - J. F. Pargoua
Ma.genta Magnolia
Gunboat notb (Federal tiu-Glad)

or Petrel
Baron De Balb ( federal’d) lMobile
The Republie | Alonzo Gnila
capitol V. He Joy ( gunboat)
laay Polk (guuboat) Maurepas
Van Born Cairo ( iron=-clad)

Hope Ben lMegulloch

On Sunflower River;

He D. Mears
Brma Bell
Argo

On Quiver River;

Dew Drop

Burmed on Big Black,near the bDriage crossiug of the Vicksburg Rail-

Allizelle q; Bovd. Typist.

road to YacksoOne.

Cha

Paul Jonese.
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The guuboat Arkansas was blown up Just above Baton Rouge. Samuel Hill,

A huge vessel (half finished) burned on the docks at Yazoo Citye W Rocket,

QTHER BOATS ON YAZOO RIVER DURING CIVIL WAR | Red Rovenr,

Hospital Boat

1868-1864 Glide,

Pittsburg, Brown,

Mayrmora “astport,

Switzerlanda, a Ram. Major John W. Lawreunce. Tuscumbia,

Signal, junboat, Lieut Com. Watson Smith fudes;

Caronadelet, Gunboat, Capt. Walke Gen Lyon, Dispatech boats alspatehing stores in Yazoo River.

ROMe0 Gunboat New Navional, Dispatch boats aispatching stores in ¥azoo River.

Benton, Captain Phelps. Cincinnati

Lexington, Lieut Com. J. W. Shirk Louisville,

Tyler Gunboat Cho ctaw

Lioness, Ram First Master Thomas O'Reilly Curlew

Champion No.3 Tugboat Prairie Bird,
Laurel Tugboat FreestOue,

Forest Rose Prioe

Judge Torrance, Ordnance Vessel Exchange s

Great Western Oranance Vessel Indianola,

Juliet Lafayette

Sampson, Eloating Smithery. | 35 GnilliCOthe

Black Hawk, DeRussy

Mounu City, Capt. Gwin Guard ship - Linaen

Sovereign, #(10) From Volume 20 to 26, Official Record of the Union ana Gonfederate

Monarch Rem Lieut. B. W. Bartlett | K | Navies in the War of The Rebellion.

Fairplay

E P S T e

B

General Quitman,
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DRAWING OF TORPEDO T.KEN FRON YAZ0O RIVER. - | ~ CIVIL WARS

RTPORT OF COLONEL ELLET °,U.S. ARVY, COMMANDING RAN FLEET,SUBNITTING PLAN

REVNOVAL OF TORPEDOES FROM THE YAZOO RIVIR: -

S§TEAMER Ram Monarch,

Up Yazoo River, December 28, 1862.

ADNIRAL: I beg leave to submit to your consideration a plan which I

believe would prove effectual in uestroyiug the torpedoes in uhe{Yhzoo,

or in any other stream in which the enemy may place them.

A .

-*#ﬂguu. | I propose to construct a raft, employing the longest anu largest timber,
ST i || '

! .."‘f'iljr];;"lﬂ Y Al

70 feet long and 30 feet broad, with a cavity let into oue end in such

a manner that it may be attached to the bow of a steamer. The forward

end of the raft should be amed with strong vertical stakes, placed

a few inches apart, and uescending 7or 8 feet iuto the water.

I pelieve thet a steamer armed with this rake coula run up the Yazoo
or any other strsam, whatvever the number of the torpedoes might De,
and uestroy them with out aifficulty or dmuger. The teeth of the rake
would cakech any wire, cord, or other coutrivance to explode the

torpedo from the shore and tear it loose. If the infernal machine happenea

to go off, all the harm it could ao woula bg to shatter a few of the testh » .-‘ 2

DESCRIPT ION

or a portiou of the forward end of the raft itself. The stsamboat, 70

Hne

- The rope Dy whi-h_the engine was sunk. B. A log of wood attached to
the vessell ,C.(containing the bursting charge) by the band F. D. and E.

Wires running into the vessel contuining | ’ : 1 : | ] ' lng ' " h v
. , . 8¢ talning Dursting charge, He weight b 3 | uld be no necessity for exposing men in small Doats to saarp
which the engine w:.s kept under. & &%) & y | & There woO y

feet in the rear, would Dé uninjured.

shooters on shore. There would Dbe uo risk run from careless men

*(101‘) Offici-ll Recor‘dﬂ Of th O é [ i .; "o . : z n. o off
of The ReBelliom. @ Union and Confederate Navies in the Var 'Ei | nani@ling the tvorpedoes wien auragged ashore. Those wiich uia not g

Vol. 25~ Naval Forces. Page 549~ April 12 to DUsc-31, 1862- wha: struck by the raf't woula probably by hamless afterward. Lhose

If possible please include this. wnichraia explode would uo O injury. [#he channel, ih Fuob, Gduls
be clearea of torpeaoes as fast as a boat could run, if the boat was
armed with a torpeao rake.

I remain, with high respect, your obedient servant

e ————




Bpasis s A WPA ‘Page 114

Nk we M B S ey WA W e Y

Assigmment # 18--Supplercnt to #5 WARS 41lizelle G.Boyd,Typist.

CIVIL WARS

CHARLES RIVERS-ELLET.

Colonel, Commanaing Ram ['Flest.

D ol) .POI‘teI"

Acting Hear-Aamiral, Commanaing Mississippi Squaaron«( 102)

CAVOQUFLAGE OF BOATS

gneyman, U.S. AMy, regarding plans for removal of gvorpedoes from the

vazoo River."

Yazoo River, December EOJBﬁ%f ﬁ
WGENERAL: I am prepariug one of the rams to clear the torpedoss out of | r
ne channel. I propose tO send ler aheau anu explode themj if we lose
ner, it @&oes not matter much. I will De ready togmorroi night with a
large force. I suppose I wnall see General Steele before we start and

érrange signals, aunu understand what we are goliug to ao. I woula suggest

that steamers be selected that make the least noisej that they carry the
lowest steam they can to get aloug withs boardas be put all around to aide
their fires. Let no lights be shown. If they will cut bushes and eover
the whole siae toward the eunemy,l will venture to say they will move

up close under the banks without being seen or heard of, providea perfect
silence is preserved aua no lighted cigars are alloweda. fhey should ascend
the river close bdniud each other, at aoout a speed of 4 miles an nour;

they will then make but littde noise with their wheels. If they will uaub

themselves over ou the siae towaru the enemy with mua taken from

% (102) Official Record of the Union and Gonfederate Navies in the War of

ThO.Rgbellion. Series I. Volume 23 Naval Forces on Westeru Waterse
APril 12, tvo Dec. 31, 1862 Page. 582.
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the banks and mixed with water about the consistency of iﬁitewaah they
will be almost invisible. No white spot shoula show.These are all doages
that I have practiced, ana they succeeded. There shoula be uo blowiug
of whistles; that woula destroy ill, and for fear of mistakes the
whistles shoula be unrigged. The bells should be lightly rung, or
not rung, or not rung at all, for they can be heard a long way on
the river. I can think of nothiug else. The aefense of hay in front
of ghe boilers should be 2 feet ueep ana as high as the first aeck.
I will arrange all the gunboats so that they will keep the attention
of the fort occupied until the troops are uear, when we must nave
some siguals tO stop. I have a coutraband, who came in to-day, who
lives about there, ana knows where all the obstructions are. He uoes
not aescribe it as an easy roade.
When shall I see @General Steele, or will you be in?
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Pgvid D. Porter,
Acting Rear-Aamiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Ma jor-General W. T. Sherman, Commanaing Forces, etce." #* (103

3 US.
Night SigpaIs-for the Yazoo River.

The dronclads in the Yazoo will keep a bright lookout in front'or

up the river and show no lights. They will open fire with solid shot
on any steamer they may geg coming down, supposed to be an enemy,

and we have no vessels above.

% (10® Official records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the Wapr

of The Rebellion. Series 1. Volume 23. Naval Ferces on Western Waters.

April 12, to Dec. 31, 1862.
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The bow guns must be worked as long as an enemy .. - v is forward of
the beam, and every pPort guarded against boarding, hatehes fastened
down, sides kept well greased, and as little light as possible shown
about the deck. If the enemy should get pPast the ironclads (which I
deem impossible), the rams will run into them with all their force;
those ironclads that are able will grapple they fast, and, when well
secured, let go their anchor, and 4o ail they can to capture and
destroy. A bright lookout is the main object, and do not let an enemy
get too neare.

Strict watch to be kept during the nigat and in fogs. No lights to be
shown, no bells to be struck, and no "all's well". Rach night one of
the vessels will keep a rowboat out 400 yards ahead with muffled oars.
In case of the approach of a vessel down the river, firing of mpskets
will be the signal, if close to, or the boat, if she has time, will
return and reporte. :

No boaty night or day, will be permitted to pass up or down without
being called alingside and examined, and.authority for pvassing being
requirede.

A boat that does not answer the first hail, at night, will be fired
into with ball, and any.boat belonging to the snemy attempting to

come into, or pass our lines for the purpose of spying or for our
destruction, will Dbe brohght to and all persons in said.boat will

be shot on the spot. Persons deserting to us from the enemy will
easily be known; they will keep-his‘Watch'where he can see all around.
The guard éhip will keep,will nhave a guard bbat out in fogs or after
dark, and the guard officer will be semt to the flagship for orders at

sunset.

One of the vessels below will do

guard duty also, and will be desig
nate d

YAZOO COUNTY
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daily by me,

The daily commanding officer of the guard wess@l will have all floating
object%'logs, etc., carefully examined before they near the vessels,
to see if they have wires or torpedoes attached to them.'

| Pavid D. PQBter,

| Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron .# (104)

REPORT OF ACTING VOLUNTEER LIEUTENANT SNITH U.S. NAVY,COMMANDING U.S.S.
LINDEN REGARDING &P LIVERPOOL LANDING . .-

The U.S. Gunboat Linden left Yazoo City the morning of May 23, 1863, amd

at eight o'eclock A.M. near the town Liverpool in company with the Baron
De.Kalb,Ch@ctaw, Forest Rose, and Petrel, the latter of which was
leading, was fired into by a battery and infantry from the Misgs-

issippi side. | |

The Linden, second in lire, immediatly opened on them with shell and
c%:iater; also sharpshooteriﬁ

PThe batteries struck the Linden four times. Yne rifled shot, thought

to be 12 pounds, lodged on the barth'deék, one Qheilhexpléded on the
post quarter gahgwgy and carried away a boat davit. Phe cabin, ward-
room,etc,wefe riddled with balls for the infahtry fired ai themlbriskly.

The Linden expended 39 round of shell and canister, and-a large amount

of small sartridges. Two captains of guns of the 58th Ghid Regiment

were dangérouély-woundedq'W.C.Perry, first assistant Engineer and W.A.
Seagrava, Quartermaster were‘giightly wounded. The wounded soldiers
were transferred to the U.S.hosbital boat Gity of llgmphis lying at
dhickasaw Bayouf L |

% (10§ Official Records on the Union and Confederate Navies in the War
of the R&bellion. SeriesI. Volume 24Naval Forces on Western Waters.

Jan.l to May 17, 1863. Page 453. .
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From.the report o.f acting Volunteer Lisut. Thomas E.Smith, commanding

to acting Rear-Admiral Pavid P. Porter. Commanding, Mississippi Squadron.

# (108 \
ENGAGEMENTS ABOVE AND BELOW YAZOO CITY.

July 11, 1863, Ma jor F.J.Herrcn commanding officer was dirscted to i
proceed up the fazoo_River, convoyed bj‘the ironclad gunboat De Kalb{
Capt. Walker, commanding afid two tinclads. July 13 arrived one-half
mile below Yazoo City, sent the gunboats up the staym and commenced
embarking troops.Capt. Walker with the De Kalb proceeded up stream and
was sobn engaging the enemy. A cavalry force of 25 men, under Lieut

Mvers, was dispatched 3 miles below,nearing nothing from scoutlng

parties, ordered three regiments of infantry to take main road ,discovered

works deserted and enery fled, sent the g%h Wisconsin Infantry, Col-
onel Bertram commanding in pursuit, taking a number of prisoners,

some armsjwégons and gun carriage's partially disabled. The Pe Kalb
moved to a point nearly opposite the city, when?ﬁhe was Dlown up by a
torpedo placed in the river by the Confederate Navy, tore away 2ft

of Mep bow, sinking her in less than a quarter of hour. She was raised,
all guns and small arms brought awaye. The resuly of the expaeditiones
Capture and desPbruction of works at ¥azoo City. Three hundred pPrisoners
including eight commissioned officers.

One small stream captured, five burneq. Six pieces ?éaYy ordnance,

% (10§0fficial Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the

War of The Rebellion. Series I. Volume 25. Naval Forces on Western

Waters. llay 18 1863,to Feb 29, 1864 “age. 10and 1l.

CIVIL WARS

-

cansigar&b1&§§rdnanqg:atogegf%950 stand -small arms, 800 head horses

and mules. Ho®8pital equipment and 450 patients . (106

LOYAL REBEL

John §, Turner was arrested at Cairo, Il1l. Dec.
Isaac M.

17, 1863. by Gapt.
Talmage, Prowost Marshall for boasting that he Planted the

torpedo which blew up the De Kalb, and that he scuttled all the boats

on the ¥Yazoo Riverf His examination revealed he stated he was in the

rebel service from APril, 1861 to September, 1863 and that he further

stated he wasg'ag Eig rebél as ever!
He also claimed to be in the secret employ of Admiral Porter to raise
the scuttled'vessels.

Ref. Report made to Gommandér Ke R. Breese, Commanding Naval Station

Cairo, Ill. and asked advise of proper disposition of the Case.* (109

FEDERAL RIVER ORDER

On march 1, 1864 the Federalist were ordered to Pe on guard and no

Possible chance allowed tho?onemy to capture any one. They were to

To obey all orders strickly. Seize all the
coutton they could and retain it for the Navy,

run no risk whatever,

do not trust it to

anyttnanspart, A barge was left to put sueh cotton on. It was to be

marked as ordered and kept guarded at all times.

# (106) Official Records of the Union and Gonféderate Navies in the Wap
of the Rebellion. Series I. Vol.és, Naval Eorceh on Western Waters
May 18, 1863, to Feb. 29, 1864, | ~

* (107 official Records of the Union and bonfederate “avies in the Wa
of the Rebellion. Series I; Vol 25 Naval PForees on Western Waters.
May 18, 1863, to Feb. 29, 1864, Page. 639,




WPA

oy~

to #5 WARS .

LIVIL WARS

a precise revort was to D€ given at every opportunitye. #* (108)

FIGHTING IN YAZOO CITY
ement at Yazoo Gity{Mardb 5 a 12-pounder- howitzer from the

In the engact
was landed and mounted on a field carriage

Marmora

Federal gunboat .
Federal land forces were being

gun was orought to bear

ects tO

and used in the <treets of the City.

n back on the river until this

steadily drive
emy driving them from houses and str

on the position of the en

the hills.
ts and ramrnmer

gun was badly cut oy rifle pbulle

W 7he carriage oOf the
y testifying tO the severity of

cut in two 0¥ the sallie, mutel

nearly
the men were exposed." *Q109)
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B _RECOWD OF AMY DISTINGUISEED INDIVIDUALS.

G RNETT ANDRzwS Gﬁim!'!. I"BR OF “THR G.LV «NIVED

thile Col,. Gamett indrews did not Beocome & eitizen until after the
war, he had a brilliant war pecord At will no doubt e of intense interest
to the rajority of the Yazoo pecple.

He wus the first ran in wilkes Co. Ga. to enter the Confederate Amy,
and was made Second Lieut. First Georgia Regulars, Peb. 1861, serving at
Savannah and Ft. Pulaski. In June, 1861, he was chosen by den. H.R. Jackson
a8 iAdjutant General and Chiel of staff in the .smy of Worth ¥estem Vir-.gini.n.
to the Corrand of which he suceesded, at the desth of Gen. andrews, at
Carriocks Ford. They met the retreating disorganized eolurn of the amy at
¥onterer Highlend, Co., Va. where Mr. indrews di4 the princival staff work
of re~or anization. Gen. Lee then took ghief comand, and after the action
of Cheat ¥tn., Mr. andrews was taken siock with cawp fav.p ana disabled for
a yo:r,

In 1868, he gerved in i:’:ule"lm Battalion of Usorgia artilisry, in the
valley of Virginia. In 1868, he wus rade Captain and asasistant adjut&nt Jen .
of Dayton's Brigade, Longstrests' Corps, and aorved with it at Frodricksburg,
latter, he w.s att.ched to the staff of Gen.Amold Elzey, corranding Dept. of
Riehmond. Hore, &rong other d ties, he was ohurged with the organization of a
eorp of about four hundrad Ten, calisd local Delfense Troops', corpesed of
s0ldiers dotailed :bout the city on special duty in the various governmant
departrents, offices, arsenals, ete.

Gen. Custis Lee wus placed in corwand, end on several oritical cacasions

it was alvoat the only dctenuvg force about the oity.
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On the occasion of Dahlgren's HRaid, it repelled the enemies coluwn
after it had penetrated to the third and last line of '‘works in the very
suburbs of the city. It also repelled Kilpatricks' Raid. For his services
in the organization of this force, Capt. Andrews was complimented in Gen-
eral Orders, and promoted to Ma jor and A.A.G. He served as Judge Advocate
in the court martial of Generals McLaw and Robinson, on charges Preferred
by General Longstreet, involving the failure of his attaeck on Knoxville,
1863=64.

Becoming tired of inactive life, he resigned in 1864,his commission
&s Assistant Adjutant General and, at his own request, was ordered to the
Fifteenth Georgia regiment with his regudar (Confederate Jarmy rank of
Second Lieutenant. He served through thé campaigns and battles of "The
Wilderness","Spot:8ylvania", "South Anna River", "Second Cold Harbor",

"Bermuda Hundred", and "Petersburg". While in the trenches at Petersburg,
he was recalled to his formmer post and rank at Richmond, where he remained
for some months. For the remainder of hnis record, I Iquote his own ‘words:

"our lines had now become frightfully thin andaamong the last des-
perate efiorts to recruit them, was the plan of_ enlisting ioluntary
enlistments of foreigners anong the Federal prisoners. I was authorized
to selset my own battalion of six full companies of this material, with
power to seiect my own officers from the ammy at large. I soon enlisted
1600 men at the prisons at Salisbury, N.C. and Florence, s. ¢., all,
without exception, foreigneed, principally Irish, with some German, French,
and English. ithey were men who had enlisted in the U.S.Ammy immediately ]
on arrival in this country, and some of them could speak but little English.

~ Out of the 1600, after severalimonths careful study of them in camp

under rigid drill and discipline I cautiously selected 600 picked
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soldiers, got them thoroughly equipped and uniformed, and reported for
duty in the latter part of 1864 or early in 1865. Was ordersd to Charlotte,
N.C. and promoted to be Lieutenant=Colonel.  The War_Department first
designated the corps as the "Second Foreign Legion",but soon afterwards
changed the name to "The Confederate Battalion of Infantry.? But the

public humor gave us the expressive appeletion of "Galvanized Yankees"

"It was a very perilous venture. A regiment of like material cons-
Pired to mutiny at Savannah, and came Very near succeeding; their plan
including the capture and delivery of their own officers to the enemy.

As this occurrence had now already taken Place, we felt that in going
into action we were exposed to double dangere. Bug we had better fortune.

"In the night of April 11, 1865, I was ordered by telegraph to report
with the battalion at Sallsoury, without delay, and to impress railway
transportation beyond Sallsbury if necessary. The wires had been cut,
and though fearful of impending disaster, we were ignorant of Lee's
surrender &t Appomatox, on the ninth. I seized the first Passing train,
whose crew, ineluding the engineer, promptly deserted it. I manned it with
another fromr our own ranks, and drew into Salisbury on one side as
Stoneman was ente;ingiitnfrmn=thewother. We were immediately ordered into
action, and straightway had all, andqmore, than we could do, for Stoneman
had a magnificent division of cavalry and mounted infantry. The ofher
Confederate Troops, few and hastily gathered, had been dispersed before
we arrived, and I was entirely with out support. But, to my great relief, I
saw that oup men were not only true, but some of them devoted, for a ser=-
geant named Booth, saved my life and was himself grievously wounded in the

effort. It soon became a hand to hand encounter, a few in the midst of any

we lost severely in killed and wounded, and I was sabered through the
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